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It  is  uith  great  pleasure  that  I  submit  the  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  your  City  under 
the  Council-Manager  form  of  government.  The  report  this  year  stresses  the  services  your  City 
offers  within  lae  framework  of  our  City’s  organization  chart. 


Any  organization  which  involves  the  expenditure  of  twelve  million  dollars  a  year  is  ‘’Big 
Business”  and  merits  your  attention,  especially  when  your  money  is  involved.  It  is  to  your  best 
interest  to  take  an  active  part  in  your  City  government.  Casting  your  ballot  at  the  polls  is  only 
part  of  the  job.  Your  sustained  interest  is  equally  important.  We  at  City  Hall  are  constantly 
working  in  your  behalf.  We  would  welcome  your  suggestions  for  making  Cambridge  the  kind 
of  City  you  would  like  to  live  in. 


Y ours  very  truly, 


Jdnn  B.  Atkinson 
City  Manager 
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Election  Commission 

Thomas  J.  Hartnett,  Chairman 

N.  Russell  Cazmay 

Alice  E.  McCarthy 

Harry  A.  Penniman,  Secretary* 

Board  of  Health 

Thomas  H.  Heaton,  M.D.,  Chairman 
William  T.  Hickey 

Housing  Authority 

John  J.  Hagerty,  Chairman 
John  A.  Daly 
Richard  E.  McLaughlin 
D.  Joseph  Murphy 
Angelo  A.  Sciarappa 

Board  of  Trustees,  City  Hospital 

Arthur  G.  MacKenzie,  Chairman 

Thomas  E.  Ahern 

John  F.  Kelley 

Joseph  M.  Murphy 

Mrs.  Claire  Steinert 

Industrial  Commission 

Frank  H.  Townsend,  Chairman 
Percy  A.  Bennett 
Charles  M.  Fosgate 

Library  Board 

Marion  L.  Hurley,  Chairman 

Alma  Boudreau,  Secretary 

Julia  T.  Boyle 

John  J.  Bradley 

Henry  J.  Mahoney 

Thomas  H.  Mahoney,  Treasurer 

George  B.  Rowell 

License  Commission 

John  E.  Quinn,  Chairman 
John  F.  Collins,  Fire  Chief* 

John  R.  King,  Police  Chief* 


Planning  Board 

Frederick  J.  Adams,  Chairman 

Aldrich  Durant 

Edgar  W.  Davis 

John  F.  Ferrick 

J.  W.  Greer 

Joseph  Guiney 

Justin  R.  Hartzog 

Recreation  Commission 

Mary  L.  Riley,  Chairman 
William  J.  Barrett 
Carl  W.  Berg 
James  L.  Duffy 
Larkland  F.  Hewitt 
Marcus  Morton,  Jr. 

Francis  J.  Skinner 

Retirement  Board 

Arthur  S.  Bennink,  Chairman 

Constantine  J.  Church 

John  J.  McKenzie,  City  Auditor* 

Sinking  Fund  Commission 

William  H.  Reardon,  Jr.,  Chairman 

Philip  G.  Carleton 

William  H.  Davies 

P.  T.  Jackson 

Wendell  L.  Jaquith 

Arthur  M.  Wright 

Water  Board 

Howard  M.  Turner,  President 
John  J.  Doyle 
Timothy  W.  Good 
Clyde  O.  Ruggles 
Frank  P.  Scully 

Board  of  Public  Welfare 

Peter  J.  Cahill,  Chairman 

James  E.  Finnegan,  Sec'y  and  Agent* 

George  A.  McLaughlin 

'paid  staff  member 
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The  City  Council  is  the  law-making  body  of  our  City  government  with  responsibility  directly  to  the  voters  who 
elect  its  members.  The  Council  is  composed  of  nine  members,  one  of  whom  is  chosen  Mayor  by  the  members 
elected  and  acts  as  chairman.  City  ordinances  have  been  passed  by  this  body  during  the  history  of  our  City  on  a 
wide  variety  of  subjects  ranging  from  the  establishing  of  fees,  granting  of  permits  and  licenses,  reorganization  of  city 
departments  to  the  removal  of  ashes  and  offal,  and  the  more  complex  matters  of  concern  to  our  traffic-minded  age: 
parking  meters,  one-way  streets,  no  parking  zones,  and  off-street  parking  spaces. 

The  Council  meets  regularly  Monday  afternoons  for  the  deliberation  of  matters  pertaining  to  your  City  govern¬ 
ment.  The  Charter  and  rules  of  the  City  Council  provide  that  citizens  and  employees  of  the  City  shall  have  a  reason¬ 
able  opportunity  to  be  heard  at  any  meeting  of  the  Council  in  regard  to  any  matter  that  is  considered  by  this  body. 
Much  of  the  business  taken  up  in  Council  meeting  is  of  a  routine  nature,  such  as  departmental  requests  for  transfer 
of  funds,  requests  for  supplementary  appropriations,  requests  for  changes  in  street  names,  and  other  matters  legally 
requiring  Council  action.  Many  Council  matters,  however,  ore  of  direct  concern  to  all  taxpayers  if  they  ore  to  take  an 
active  interest  in  City  affairs  and  be  fully  informed. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  weekly  meetings  of  the  Council,  66  committee  meetings  were  held.  The  Mayor  each 
year  appoints  Standing  Committees  of  the  City  Council  on  such  matters  as  Claims,  Finance,  Ordinances,  Post-War 
Conditions,  Public  Aid,  Public  Celebrations,  Public  Safety,  Public  Service,  Roads  and  Bridges,  and  Veterans  Benefits. 
These  Committees  meet  as  frequently  as  Committee  business  requires. 

No  funds  can  be  appropriated  or  transferred  except  by  a  vote  of  the  City  Council,  nor  can  any  ordinance  be 
passed  or  bonds  authorized  except  by  the  Council  passing  on  them  on  at  least  two  occasions. 


legislative 


I 

CITY  COUNCIL  COMMITTEES 

CLAIMS 

Councillors  Foley,  Pill,  Lynch 
FINANCE 

Mayor  Neville,  Councillors  Sen- 
nott,  Foley,  McNamara,  Crane, 
DeGuglielmo,  Pill,  Lynch,  Swan 

ORDINANCES 

Mayor  Neville,  Councillors  Foley, 
Crane,  Sennott,  McNamara,  De¬ 
Guglielmo,  Swan,  Lynch,  Pill 
POST  WAR  CONDITIONS 

Mayor  Neville,  Councillors  Crane, 
Sennott,  McNamara,  Foley,  De¬ 
Guglielmo,  Lynch,  Pill,  Swan 
PUBLIC  AID 

Councillors  Sennott,  Pill,  Lynch 
PUBLIC  CELEBRATIONS  — 

MILITARY  AFFAIRS 

Councillors  Sennott,  Crane,  Mc¬ 
Namara 

PUBLIC  SAFETY 

Councillors  DeGuglielmo,  Swan, 

Pill 

PUBLIC  SERVICE 

Councillors  Foley,  McNamara, 
Lynch 

ROADS  &  BRIDGES 

Councillors  Sennott,  Foley,  Pill 
VETERANS  BENEFITS 

Councillors  Swan,  Crane,  De¬ 
Guglielmo. 

Seated,  1  to  r;  Councilor  Lynch,  Mayor 
Neville,  Councilor  Sennott.  Standing  1 
to  r;  Councilors  Pill,  MacNamara, 
Swan,  Crane,  Foley,  and  DeGuglielmo. 


LEGISLATIVE 


CLERK  OF  COMMITTEES 

In  1949  the  Clerk  attended  sixty-six  Council 
Committee  meetings  of  the  Committees  on 
Finance,  Finance  Budget,  Roads  and  Bridges, 
Public  Celebrations,  Veterans'  Housing,  Ordi¬ 
nances,  Claims,  Public  Safety,  and  Public 
Service.  The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Bridges 
accepted  the  following  streets  after  public 
hearings:  Irving  Terrace  and  Griswold  Street, 
Fernald  Drive  and  Robinson  Street,  the  last 
two  being  part  of  the  Harvard  College  de¬ 
velopment  on  the  former  Botanic  Garden  Site. 
The  Committee  also  voted  to  grant  the  petition 
of  Lever  Brothers  that  a  section  of  Burleigh 
Street  be  closed. 

At  the  request  of  residents  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  City  dump  at  New  Street,  a  public  hear¬ 
ing  was  held  to  investigate  conditions.  After 
discussion  with  the  Fire  Chief,  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Public  Works,  and  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Water  Department  and  as  a  result  of 
the  hearing,  an  additional  fire  alarm  box  and 
a  new  water  line  were  installed.  The  residents 
in  the  area  ore  very  pleased  with  the  improved 
conditions  of  the  area.  Largely  through  the 
efforts  of  a  special  Council  Committee  which 
met  with  the  MetropoUton  District  Commission, 
Cambridge's  entrance  fee  to  the  Metropolitan 
Water  System  was  reduced  by  $50,000. 


CITY  CLERK 


There  is  a  solid  trail  of  footsteps  wending  their  way  to  the  City 
Clerk's  office  for  a  variety  of  purposes — to  record  births,  marriages, 
deaths,  to  apply  for  licenses  of  many  sorts  or  to  secure  copies  of 
official  records. 

Recording  of  vital  statistics  consumes  considerable  staff  time 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  chart  on  the  opposite  page  shows 
graphically  the  rise  and  fall  in  the  number  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  from  1939  through  1949.  The  following  table  compares 
figures  for  the  past  two  years  in  more  detail: 

VITAL  STATISTICS  1948  and  1949  compared  jg^g  jg^g 


Cambridge  Births  recorded  .  3864  3878 

Cambridge  Residents,  born  elsewhere  .  1149  1082 


Total  5013  4960 

Intentions  of  Marriages  Filed  .  1852  1577 

Marriages  Recorded  .  2038  1746 

Deaths  Recorded  .  1971  1921 

Delayed  Return  of  Births  Recorded  .  77  49 

Affidavits  of  Correction  of  Births  Recorded  .  237  242 

Instruments  Recorded  .  2893  2642 


As  this  table  shows  both  births  and  marriages  as  recorded  in 
Cambridge  dropped  slightly  in  1949  as  compared  with  1948  totals. 
Births  in  Cambridge  totaled  3,878  and  Cambridge  residents  born 
elsewhere  totaled  1,082  making  the  overall  total  4,960  for  1,949, 
fifty-three  less  than  1948.  Only  1,746  marriages  were  recorded  in 
1949  as  against  2,038  for  1948,  a  decrease  of  almost  300.  The  1921 
deaths  recorded  for  1949  are  a  decrease  of  51  over  the  previous 
year.  2,900  other  official  papers  were  recorded  in  the  City  Clerk's 
Office. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
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In  addition  to  keeping  the  City's  records  on 
vital  statistics  the  City  Clerk  also  collects  fees 
for  dog  and  sporting  licenses,  marriage 
licenses,  fees  for  certified  copies  of  official 
documents,  and  fees  for  recording  official 
papers  such  as  mortgages  and  business  certif¬ 
icates.  $21,444  was  received  in  revenue  from 
these  types  of  fees.  $15,000  came  from  fees 
from  licenses  and  more  than  $6,000  from  re¬ 
cording  fees.  Sporting  licenses  and  fees  for 
recording  mortgages  accounted  for  revenue 
of  more  than  $5,000  each  and  dog  and  mar¬ 
riage  licenses  another  $3,000  each.  The 
revenue  received  from  sporting  licenses  is 
paid  over  to  the  State  Department  of  Fisheries 
and  Game.  Revenue  from  dog  licenses  is  paid 
to  the  Middlesex  County  Commissioners. 
Under  the  provisions  of  Section  172,  Chapter 
140  of  the  General  Laws,  the  money  paid  to 
the  county  for  dog  licenses  over  and  above 
the  amount  for  damages,  license  blanks, 
record  books,  anti  rabic  vaccine  is  returned 
to  the  City  Treasurer's  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  received  from  Cambridge.  The  statute 
provides  that  this  money  be  used  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  public  libraries  and  schools. 

One  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the  City 
Clerk's  office  is  recording  and  indexing  all 
City  Council  business. 
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The  year  1949  saw  a  number  of  important  improvements  in  our  City.  Our  City's  physical  plant  was  improved 
with  new  equipment  for  many  of  our  departments  including  Fire,  Police,  Public  Works,  and  Hospital;  more  parking 
meters  were  installed;  and  plans  made  for  a  new  large  Metropolitan  District  Commission  swimming  pool  on  the 
Charles  River.  $700,000  was  spent  on  a  building  improvement  program  for  our  public  schools,  and  two  new  school 
dental  clinics  were  opened.  Almost  5  miles  of  streets  were  resurfaced,  three  play  areas  were  added  to  our  expanding 
recreation  system  and  $12,000  spent  in  the  rehabilitation  of  our  City  parks,  street  lighting  and  traffic  intersections  were 
improved,  and  over  $15,000,000  worth  of  new  building  construction  was  started. 

Building  permits  were  issued  in  1949  for  residential  buildings  that  will  provide  a  total  of  810  new  units,  405 
units  each  in  public  and  private  housing.  A  two-year  public  housing  program  providing  600  apartments  for  families  of  low 
income  has  been  made  possible  by  the  National  Housing  Act  of  1949  and  is  now  in  the  planning  stage.  West  Cam¬ 
bridge  showed  the  greatest  industrial  change  in  the  development  of  "Steelmen's  Row"  with  firms  new  and  old  to 
Cambridge  vying  for  choice  locations. 

On  the  financial  side — our  tax  rate  is  down  for  the  seventh  time  in  eight  years — a  record  no  other  city  in  the 
State  can  match.  This  fact  alone  has  been  the  means  of  attracting  considerable  new  business  in  Cambridge.  The  1949  City 
budget  totaled  over  $12,000,000.  Approximately  $8,000,000  of  this  was  raised  in  the  tax  levy.  The  remainder  came  from 
departmental  receipts.  State  tax  refunds,  and  poll  taxes.  At  the  end  of  the  year  only  3.5%  of  our  total  real  estate  tax 
levy  was  outstanding,  and  our  total  indebtedness  was  down  to  $2,512,000  from  the  $11,599,500  we  had  in  1941.  All  of 
this  is  progress  in  the  right  direction,  but  much  more  remains  to  be  done. 


APPROPRIATIONS  S  ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS 
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Real  estate  values  totaled  $187,392,700  for 
1949,  an  increase  of  approximately  $2,500,000 
over  1948.  Personal  property  valuations  in¬ 
creased  $2,861,350  to  total  $16,326,100.  Al¬ 
though  both  real  and  personal  property 
valuations  increased,  we  were  faced  with  a 
loss  in  revenue  of  approximately  $80,000  as  a 
result  of  new  State  legislation  which  gave  the 
Metropolitan  Transit  Authority  tax  exemption 
on  real  estate  valued  at  nearly  $2,000,000  in 
our  City.  In  addition  to  this  revenue  loss,  the 
State  levied  an  assessment  of  $1,317,260  to 
meet  the  M.T.A.  deficit,  this  amount  to  be  paid 
on  a  short-term  basis.  It  is  hoped  that  the  new 
M.T.A.  fore  increase  will  once  and  for  all 
eliminate  these  deficit  charges  which  have 
been  annually  levied  against  us. 

With  the  1949  tax  rate  set  at  $39.80  the  tax 
levy  on  real  and  personal  property  amounted 
to  $8,108,008  in  spite  of  the  increasingly  large 
number  of  exemptions,  particularly  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  former  service  organizations.  The 
records  in  our  Assessors'  office  appear  to  be 
of  increasing  interest  to  students  of  colleges 
and  universities  from  Greater  Boston  who  year 
after  year  come  in  greater  numbers  seeking 
information  available  here.  The  Cambridge 
system  of  assessment,  based  on  100-foot  depth 
and  corner  lot  influence,  has  received  wide 
acceptance  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
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CiTY  SOLICITOR 

Without  a  Law  Department  our  City  Govern¬ 
ment  would  be  at  a  loss  in  handling  the  legal 
affairs  of  the  City.  The  most  important  work 
of  our  Law  Department  consists  of  the  prepara¬ 
tion  and  approval  of  contracts,  and  advice  to 
various  departments  on  a  wide  variety  of  legal 
subjects  concerning  the  day  to  day  conduct  of 
City  business.  Appearances  were  made  before 
the  State  Administrative  Board  with  reference 
to  the  highly  important  inquiry  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Utilities  on  gas  rates. 

Proposed  legislative  affairs  of  concern  to 
Cambridge  ore  covered  very  closely  during 
the  time  that  the  Legislature  is  in  session  by 
the  assignment  of  one  member  of  the  staff  to 
the  State  House.  Another  staff  member  is  in 
general  charge  of  the  collection  of  overdue 
bills. 

Each  year  the  investigation,  adjustment,  and 
trial  of  accident  claims  consumes  more  time 
than  their  importance  warrants,  yet  this  is 
work  which  must  legally  be  performed  by  this 
department.  Despite  the  work  of  the  newly 
appointed  committee  on  Claims  the  City 
Council  has  been  a  great  time-saver  to  the 
Law  Department  in  disposing  of  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  similar  claims. 

Photo:  Out  City  Solicitor  is  always  on  the  alert  to  protect 
the  City's  legal  interests. 


BUDGET 

Working  on  a  budget  of  $12,000,000  entails  considerable  re¬ 
sponsibility.  Our  Budget  Director  scrutinizes  the  monthly  expendi¬ 
tures  which  provides  a  reliable  basis  for  determining  whether  the 
progress  for  each  department  is  consistent  with  its  program  for 
the  year.  All  of  this  must  be  done  before  the  City  budget  can  be 
determined  for  the  next  year.  It  is  then  submitted  to  the  City 
Council  who  refers  it  to  the  Council  Committee  on  Finance.  Hear¬ 
ings  ore  held  with  department  heads  before  final  action  by  the 
Council  as  a  whole. 

Our  Budget  Director  is  also  Director  of  Personnel.  Cambridge 
was  one  of  the  first  cities  in  the  Commonwealth  to  establish  a 
personnel  department  through  which  all  applications  for  positions 
are  handled.  The  Massachusetts  State  Department  of  Civil  Service 
prepares  and  administers  tests  for  all  Civil  Service  positions  in  the 
City,  and  maintains  a  list  of  eligible  persons  for  appointment  to 
municipal  service. 

An  extensive  salary  survey  included  consideration  of  regular 
hours  of  work,  cost  of  living  adjustment,  subsistence  maintenance 
*  in  lieu  of  cash  salary,  vacation  and  sick  leave  privileges,  and 
overtime  pay  practices.  Although  the  collected  data  showed  Cam¬ 
bridge  City  employees  were  not  in  the  lowest  bracket,  pay 
schedules  were  revised  by  a  10%  increase  not  to  exceed  $200 
annually.  All  salary  scales  have  minimum  and  maximum  rates  and 
intermediate  steps. 

Our  Personnel  Department  has  also  sponsored  an  apprentice 
training  program  for  veterans  under  the  G.  I.  Bill  of  Rights.  15 
trainees  were  employed  during  the  year.  An  appropriation  of 
$15,000  was  required  as  the  City's  shore  of  an  average  $25  weekly 
salary. 
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ELECTIONS 

On  November  8,  1949  71%  of  the  eligible 
voters  went  to  the  polls  to  take  part  in  the 
fifth  election  under  the  Plan  E  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  Cambridge.  The  following  votes  were 
polled  for  1950-51  City  Council  and  School 
Committee  according  to  first  and  final  counts 
in  order  of  election: 


First 

Final 

City  Council 

Count 

Count 

Crane 

4465 

3895* 

Pill 

2630 

3895 

DeGuglielmo 

2607 

3895 

Lynch 

2788 

3895 

Swan 

2770 

3895 

McNamara 

2460 

3895 

Sullivan 

2396 

3895 

Foley 

2244 

3895 

Higley 

School  Committee 

2135 

3624 

Cassidy 

4334 

5549* 

Amory 

4756 

5549 

Wise 

4051 

5549 

Mahoney 

3515 

5549 

Fitzgerald 

2717 

5476 

McCrehan 

3157 

5335 

Quota 
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SINKING  FUND 

The  Board  of  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners 
is  nearing  the  end  of  its  job.  During  1949  there 
were  no  maturities  to  meet.  Within  the  next 
three  years  $79,000  in  Sinking  Fund  Bonds 
will  be  retired  as  follows: 


Year 

Bridge 

Parks 

Total 

1950 

$20,000 

$8,800 

$28,800 

1951 

10,000 

30,200 

40,200 

1952 

10,000 

— 

10,000 

$40,000 

$39,000 

$79,000 

Cash 

and  Government 

Bonds  are 

still  avail- 

able 

to  meet  these  maturities  as 

they  come 

due. 

AUDITING 

The  Auditing  Department  keeps  a  detailed 
account  of  all  financial  transactions  for  each 
City  Department.  All  orders  for  material  placed 
with  the  Purchasing  Department  must  first  be 
encumbered  by  the  Auditing  Department.  Each 
department's  appropriation  is  checked  to  de¬ 
termine  whether  funds  are  available.  All  bills 
and  payrolls  must  be  approved  by  the  City 
Auditor  before  payment  is  made  by  the  City 
Treasurer.  This  system  was  adopted  in  1917 
and  annual  audits  have  been  made  since  1930. 


TREA SUR Y 

Our  tax  collections  for  1949  were  most  satisfactory — only  3.5% 
of  the  total  real  estate  levy  was  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
This  represents  about  $261,000  of  the  total  levy  of  $7,459,769. 
Personal  property  taxes  outstanding  amounted  to  3.6%  or  $22,154 
of  the  $650,013. 

In  anticipation  of  taxes,  notes  in  the  amount  of  $3,000,000  were 
issued  and  retired  during  the  year. 

For  the  first  time  since  1942  we  asked  banking  houses  to  bid 
on  long-term  Cambridge  obligations  in  the  form  of  $500,000  bonds 
for  Public  Building  Improvement  Bonds.  Reflecting  the  high  regard 
the  banking  fraternity  now  has  for  our  bonds,  twelve  separate  bids 
were  received  representing  some  fifty  national  bond  distributors. 
Bonds  bearing  a  l*/2%  coupon  were  awarded  at  an  interest  cost 
of  1.286%.  Despite  the  issuance  of  these  bonds,  the  funded  debt 
was  only  $2,512,000  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  anticipation  of  bonds  we  issued  a  note  in  the  sum  of  $63,000 
to  partially  finance  construction  of  veterans'  housing  under  the 
Loan  Act  of  1946. 

Our  Treasurer's  office  is  still  using  the  system  set  up  in  1945 
with  electrified  bookkeeping  machines.  These  machines  complete 
in  one  operation  all  the  supporting  records  for  payroll  work.  At 
one  strike  of  the  key  three  duplicates  are  made  and  produce  the 
Treasurer's  check  register  sheet,  retirement  deductions  record  for 
the  Retirement  Board,  and  the  earnings  record  which  goes  to  each 
employee  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

All  City  employees  are  paid  by  check  on  either  a  weekly  or 
monthly  basis.  The  2,000  employees  are  divided  into  groups  to 
receive  checks  on  a  regular  day  each  week.  This  Department 
annually  issues  more  than  500,000  checks. 


ADMINISTRATION  6  FINANCE 


FORECLOSED  PROPERTY 

Whether  we  like  it  or  not  the  City  is  definite¬ 
ly  in  the  real  estate  business.  The  1949  total 
assessed  valuation  of  City-owned  land  and 
buildings  amounts  to  more  than  $14,000,000. 
This  does  not  include  the  valuation  of  any 
equipment  in  the  buildings. 

The  City  also  acquires  by  tax  foreclosure 
small  parcels  of  property  in  different  parts  of 
the  City.  At  the  beginning  of  1949  the  Custo¬ 
dian  of  Foreclosed  Property  listed  71  parcels  of 
such  land  and  2  other  parcels  were  acquired 
by  decree  of  the  Land  Court  during  the  year. 
16  of  these  73  parcels  are  at  present  being 
used  for  veterans'  temporary  housing  and  are 
therefore  not  available  for  sale. 

14  parcels  were  sold  during  1949  for  a  total 
sum  of  $3,320.  The  assessed  value  of  the  re¬ 
maining  43  parcels  is  $32,300.  The  16  being 
used  for  temporary  housing  are  assessed  at 
$28,000.  Each  year  a  list  of  foreclosed  property 
is  compiled  by  the  Custodian  and  distributed 
from  the  tax  collector's  office  to  taxpayers  with 
the  tax  bills. 


All  City  employees  are  paid  by  check.  Photo  shows  the 
paymaster  receiving  500  checks  tor  distribution  to  em¬ 
ployees  ot  the  Public  Works  Department. 


PURCHASING 
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During  1949  all  buyers  were  aware  of  the 
downward  trend  of  prices  following  the  sky¬ 
rocketing  after  World  War  II.  This  was  ap¬ 
parent  as  much  to  small  buyers  as  to  large- 
scale  buyers.  The  market  changed  from  a 
seller's  market  to  a  buyer's  market.  This  was 
particularly  noticeable  in  our  City  fuel  bids 
for  1949.  Active  competition  which  had  not 
been  prevalent  since  pre-war  years  became  a 
definite  factor.  Fuel  oil  suppliers,  customarily 
having  bid  at  so-called  list  price,  were  willing 
for  the  first  time  since  the  War  to  give  us  the 
benefit  of  discount. 

In  the  latter  port  of  the  year  we  made  the 
necessary  plans  to  provide  for  purchase  of 
our  various  meat  and  food  products  subject 
to  inspection  by  the  Government.  This  has  now 
been  in  effect  for  several  months  and  is  work¬ 
ing  most  satisfactorily.  All  of  the  meats  for 
our  City  Hospital,  Sanatorium,  and  Infirmary 
are  now  purchased  on  a  highly  competitive 
basis.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  low  bid¬ 
ders  to  furnish  products  completely  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  our  specifications  which  are 
patterned  after  those  of  the  Federal  Govern- 


Photo:  This  load  giader  lepresents  the  type  of  equipment 
purchased  for  the  Public  Works  Department  at  great  sav¬ 
ings  from  War  Surplus  Property. 
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merit.  We  also  have  an  inspection  service  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Federal  Government  covering 
the  purchase  of  our  canned  goods  require¬ 
ments.  Deviation  from  the  basic  standards 
established  in  our  specifications  now  are  at  a 
minimum. 

The  large  Multilith  machine  in  the  Print  Shop 
allows  a  faster  rate  of  production  than  pre¬ 
viously  was  possible  with  the  smaller  machine 
with  which  we  originally  started  out.  The  shop 
has  been  expanded,  and  additional  personnel 
added.  The  City's  ozalid  machine,  the  photo¬ 
stat  machine,  together  with  smaller  equipment, 
is  now  centralized  in  this  one  location. 

The  Revolving  Fund  of  $35,000  established 
to  take  advantage  of  quantity  prices  is  turned 
over  on  on  average  of  three  times  a  year  in 
the  process  of  purchasing  regular  supplies  for 
individual  departments. 

Again  this  year  the  City  purchased  a  num¬ 
ber  of  items  at  greatly  reduced  cost  from  the 
Government  War  Surplus  Supply.  Approxi¬ 
mately  $5,000  was  saved  in  the  piuchase  of  a 
caterpillar  motor  grader. 


Photo:  Multilith  press  in  operation  in  Print  Boom  at  City 
Hall.  Equipment  also  includes  a  varityper,  an  ozalid 
machine,  photostat  machine,  and  large  paper  cutter. 
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Our  Fire  Department  is  a  multiple  use  City  Department.  Thoughtless  actions  on  the  part  of  many  of  our  citizens 
costs  our  taxpayers  considerable  in  the  course  of  a  year.  In  addition  to  its  chief  function  of  answering  fire  alarms  our 
apparatus  has  answered  144  calls  from  people  who  had  locked  themselves  out  of  their  homes.  Sometimes  a  gas  stack 
is  left  on.  Without  assistance  from  our  fire  apparatus  an  hour  later  an  explosion  might  result.  Each  year  assistance 
is  given  in  response  to  calls  from  citizens  seeking  relief  from  the  fumes  of  asphyxiating  gas.  There  were  over  60 
such  calls  again  in  1949.  Mechanical  devices  such  as  mechanical  refrigeration  wear  out  in  time  and  the  seals  of 
the  unit  allow  gas  to  leak  out.  For  the  most  part  these  calls  come  from  owners  or  occupants  of  apartment  houses. 
Rain  water  leaking  through  buildings  brought  17  calls  for  assistance.  This  condition  usually  happens  after  a  severe 
rain  storm  where  water  accumulates  on  flat  roofs  because  of  a  broken  drain.  The  water  then  leaks  through  walls  and 
ceilings  and  could  cause  possible  building  collapse.  If  property  owners  gave  adequate  attention  to  keeping  struc¬ 
tures  in  good  condition,  this  could  not  happen. 

With  the  purchase  of  an  additional  $  58,464  of  new  equipment  our  Fire  Department  now  rates  with  the  best  in 
the  State.  This  new  equipment  included  four  new  high  pressure  fog  and  hose  wagons  similar  to  those  purchased  in 
1948,  and  a  new  thousand  gallon  centrifugal  pump  replacing  an  engine  26  years  old.  Apparatus  in  service  during 
1949  included: 

9  pumping  engines  1  supply  wagon 

4  combination  hose  wagons  1  service  truck 

4  combination  high  pressure  fog  and  hose  wagons  3  sedans 


a-- 


1  covered  rescue  wagon 

1  high  pressure  fog  wagon 
4  aerial  ladder 

trucks 

2  flood  light  units 


1  chief's  car 

2  deputy's  cars 

1  mobile  syphon  pump 
reserve  apparatus:  2  pumping  engines 
1  combination  hose  wagon 


There  were  but  three  multiple  alarms,  two  2-alarms,  and  one  3-alarm  fire  during  the  year  with  a  total  loss  on 
buildings  and  contents  of  $236,087.  Two  citizen  fatalities  resulted.  Four  ladder  companies  and  a  rescue  company  used 
80  bottles  of  oxygen  and  oxygen  mixture  and  the  rescue  company  carried  an  inhalator  and  resuscitator.  Two  of  our 
ladder  companies  carried  inhalators  and  the  other  two  resuscitators.  Both  of  these  devices  now  have  the  sanction  of 
the  American  Red  Cross  and  American  Medical  Association. 


Members  of  our  Fire  Department  made  5,624  building  inspections.  All  drastic  violations  of  any  City  ordinances 
ore  followed  up  and  corrected  as  soon  as  possible.  Many  meetings,  conferences  and  demonstrations  were  held  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  for  the  benefit  of  municipal  fire  departments  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Fire  Under-Writers,  fire  protection 


Photo  above:  Our  Cambridge  Fire  Department  now  ranks  with  the  best  in  the  State.  Modern  hre-lighting  equipment  acquired  in  1949  included  four 
new  high  pressure  fog  and  hose  wagons  and  a  new  1,000  gallon  centrifugal  pump. 
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associations,  Fire  Chiefs,  and  Safety  Councils. 
Cambridge  is  divided  into  14  fire  districts 
that  are  served  by  apparatus  from  10  different 
fire  stations.  For  the  most  part  each  station 
is  centrally  located  within  the  district,  or  on 
the  boundary  of  two  less  densely  populated. 
There  is  a  staff  of  226  members  in  the  10 
stations.  A  total  of  35  company  drills  were 
conducted  at  the  various  fire  stations  during 
the  year. 

With  the  operation  of  a  complete  repair 
shop  in  our  Public  Works  Garage  the  repair 
of  fire  apparatus  is  now  done  in  an  efficient 
and  workmanlike  manner.  Fire  apparatus  is 
given  a  number  one  priority.  Provisions  are 
made  in  the  event  of  a  breakdown  or  a  mul¬ 
tiple  alarm  fire  to  have  mechanics  respond 
to  take  care  of  pumping  units  and  other  appa¬ 
ratus.  No  apparatus  is  kept  out  of  service 
due  to  inability  of  mechanic  personnel  — 
if  a  job  requires  five  mechanics  or  more,  they 
are  available.  The  repair  shop  supervisor 
treats  all  work  for  the  Fire  Department  as  an 
emergency  measure. 


Photo  Tight:  A  hie  net  is  a  necessary  piece  of  life-saving 
equipment  in  any  fire  department. 


PROTECTION  OF  LIFE  &  PROPERTY 


APPEALS 

As  a  property  owner  in  the  City  you  may 
have  attended  hearings  before  the  Board  of 
Appeal  in  an  effort  to  protect  your  rights 
under  the  Zoning  Ordinance.  25  meetings  were 
held  in  1949  and  147  petitions  for  variances 
from  the  Zoning  Ordinance  and  Building  Code 
were  heard.  This  represents  an  increase  of  9 
meetings  and  29  cases  over  last  year.  New 
building  materials  used  in  large-scale  indus¬ 
trial  construction  have  caused  the  majority  of 
petitions  for  relief  from  the  Building  Code.  Of 
the  147  cases  heard,  96  were  granted  and  39 
denied. 

SEALER 

Our  high  standard  of  living  as  exhibited  in 
pre-packaged  foods  and  efficient  self-service 
markets  has  increased  the  work  of  our  sealer 
of  weights.  In  1949  —  8,622  pre-packaged  food 
items  were  re-weighed  and  464  found  to  be 
underweight.  Even  facial  tissue  demands  tests 
for  sheet  count  and  size. 

In  1949  —  17,244  inspections  were  made; 
2,461  scales,  3,105  weights,  630  gasoline  and 
grease  meters,  and  178  vehicle  tank  compart¬ 
ments  sealed,  and  188  taxi  meters  tested. 

Photo  left:  One  of  the  new  high  pressure  hose  wagons  in 
operation  in  a  downtown  business  district. 
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POLICE 


The  gray  and  blue  Cambridge  police  cars  ore  a  familiar  sight  on  our  City  streets.  They  are  in  operation  24 
hours  a  day  in  all  kinds  of  weather  the  year  round.  Frequent  replacement  of  rolling  equipment  of  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  has  kept  efficiency  to  a  high  standard  and  repair  costs  to  a  minimum. 

In  the  entire  Department  in  1949  there  were  226  employees.  142  are  stationed  at  Central  Station,  38  with  the 
Traffic  Bureau,  15  with  the  Criminal  Bureau  of  Investigation,  10  with  the  Crime  Prevention  Bureau,  14  at  Headquarters 
and  7  on  inactive  status.  The  Force  boasts  169  patrolmen,  13  sergeants,  9  lieutenants,  and  5  captains,  1  chief,  20 
reserve  men  and  9  civilians.  36%  have  served  the  department  for  over  20  years,  and  32%  have  less  than  5  years' 
service  to  their  credit. 

Every  time  you  are  in  a  traffic  accident  in  Cambridge  you  appear  in  the  Traffic  Bureau's  file  and  ore  spotted 
on  a  map.  If  you  are  a  driver  and  at  fault  in  more  than  one  accident,  you  will  be  referred  to  the  Registry  of  Motor 
Vehicles  for  punitive  action.  The  Accident  Investigation  Unit  of  the  Cambridge  Police  Department  is  available 
at  all  hours  for  the  investigation  of  accidents.  The  thousands  of  students  living  in  Cambridge  have  caused  an 
influx  of  automobiles  and  created  a  real  parking  problem  in  our  City.  Thanks  to  the  1150  parking  meters,  how¬ 
ever,  there  has  been  a  noticeable  decrease  in  accidents  in  these  areas.  Of  the  1,973  motor  vehicle  accidents  in 
1949  there  were  seven  fatalities  and  1,370  injured.  About  1250  of  these  accidents  were  automobiles  vs.  automobiles 
6,600  of  the  14,474  non-criminal  summonses  issued  in  1949  were  for  parking  over  one  hour,  another  5,726  for  parking 
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Photo  right:  The  new  radio  room  recently  installed  at  Police  Headquarters 
provides  excellent  facilities  for  the  efficient  handling  of  radio  messages. 


in  violation  of  meter  regulations,  and  1,079  for  parking  in  re¬ 
stricted  areas.  The  2,456  arrests  brought  in  a  total  of  $5,880. 
Adopting  a  new  policy,  nearly  4,700  vehicles  were  stopped  for 
some  type  of  minor  violation,  the  violation  explained,  and 
future  cooperation  requested.  The  safety  promotion  program  in 
the  schools  supervised  by  a  police  officer  has  been  a  consider¬ 
able  factor  in  reducing  accidents. 

For  you  who  enjoy  statistics  the  following  figures  may  be 
of  interest:  The  Bureau  of  Criminal  Investigation  made  a  total 
of  3,905  investigations,  recovered  money  and  property  totaling 
$67,300,  and  made  162  arrests.  The  Automobile  Department  of 
the  Bureau  recovered  a  total  of  236  vehicles  valued  at  $307,805 
in  1949.  The  Bureau  of  Identification  made  520  investigations 
at  crime  scenes  and  took  430  fingerprints.  The  Fingerprint 
Bureau  of  the  Detective  Branch  is  one  of  the  best  equipped  in 
the  Commonwealth.  The  Photo  Enlarger  has  been  responsible  for 
the  conviction  of  numerous  criminals.  The  Pawn  Department  re¬ 
covered  $17,420  worth  of  property  in  1,500  visits  to  pawn  shops. 
91  of  105  persons  reported  missing  in  Cambridge  during  the 
year  were  returned. 

The  Juvenile  Aid  Unit  of  the  Crime  Prevention  Bureau  re¬ 
ceived  783  complaints  involving  682  boys  and  51  girls.  80  of 
these  were  children  from  outside  the  City.  66  Cambridge  boys 
and  girls,  and  17  boys  and  girls  from  outside  the  City  were 
adjudged  delinquent  before  the  juvenile  session  of  the  Third 
District  Court.  29  boys  and  14  girls  were  committed  to  the  care 
of  the  newly  established  Youth  Service  Board.  103  boys  were 
referred  to  the  Probation  Department  of  the  Third  District  Court 
without  Court  appearance. 


246  complaints  against  adults  were  investi¬ 
gated  involving  offenses  with  or  against 
juveniles.  128  adults  prosecuted  at  court  were 
either  found  guilty  or  pleaded  guilty  to  the 
offenses  charged.  20  parents,  involving  85 
children  under  16  years  of  age,  were  brought 
before  the  court  for  neglect  of  their  children. 
Actual  and  potential  cases  reported  to  the 
Juvenile  Aid  Unit  have  decreased  about  500 
in  the  past  seven  years.  The  largest  number 
of  court  cases  in  the  past  10  years  occurred 
in  1945  with  a  total  of  170.  The  1949  figure 
was  79. 

210  investigations  were  made  by  the  Public 
Service  Unit  of  the  Crime  Prevention  Bureau 
and  92  surveillances  were  conducted  on  vari¬ 
ous  suspects.  Gaming  apparatus  were  seized 
on  28  of  40  search  warrants  conducted,  and 
85  warnings  given.  40  persons  found  guilty 
in  court.  42  persons  paid  fines  totaling  $31,045. 

The  Domestic  Relations  Unit  investigated 
977  complaints,  mostly  for  non-support.  A  to¬ 
tal  of  539  persons  were  arrested,  342  for  non¬ 
support.  350  complaints  were  adjusted  in 
hearings  held  before  the  Clerk  of  Court.  By 
order  of  the  Court  34  trips  were  made  to 
outside  cities  and  towns  to  investigate  fhe 
whereabouts  of  52  offenders.  At  each  of  the 
Third  District  Court  monthly  night  sessions 
approximately  100  cases  were  heard. 

Photos  left:  Target  practice  at  Central  Headquarters  shoot¬ 
ing  gallery  is  part  of  regular  police  practice  drill  .  .  . 
Finger  printing  is  an  important  factor  in  criminal  investi¬ 
gation. 


ELECTRICAL 

A  staff  of  22  linemen,  electricians,  fire  alarm 
operators,  inspectors  and  maintenance  men 
were  kept  busy  full-time  in  1949  on  electrical 
maintenance  and  repair  to  street  lighting,  traf¬ 
fic  signals,  the  operation  of  our  fire  alarm 
system,  and  electrical  maintenance  in  munici¬ 
pal  buildings. 

158  street  lights  of  4,000  -  15,000  lumens  were 
installed  by  the  Cambridge  Electric  Light  Com¬ 
pany,  replacing  lights  of  lesser  brilliance  in 
the  City.  21  new  street  lights  were  erected  on 
4  new  streets,  and  60  additional  lights  installed 
on  other  streets.  New  traffic  signals  were  in¬ 
stalled  through  Harvard  Square  and  at  3 
additional  street  intersections.  New  flashing 
lights  were  placed  at  the  Michael  A.  Sullivan 
Square.  Overhead  wires  in  various  sections 
of  the  City  were  replaced  by  underground 
cables  for  the  transmission  of  fire  alarm  and 
police  signals. 

More  than  2,334  alarms  were  received  and 
transmitted  over  the  automatic  fire  alarm  sys¬ 
tem.  1,013  were  received  as  bell  alarms  with 
1,321  as  still  alarms.  Of  the  111  alarms  re¬ 
ceived  for  mutual  aid  from  Belmont,  Somer¬ 
ville,  and  Watertown,  98  were  from  Somer¬ 
ville. 

Photos:  A  new  lighting  fixture  is  installed  in  the  Munici¬ 
pal  Building  by  the  maintenance  crew  of  the  Electrical 
Department  ...  52  miles  of  our  76  miles  of  cable  are 
now  installed  underground.  This  eliminates  unsightly  poles 
and  wires  along  our  main  streets  and  reduces  the  amount 
of  repair  necessary. 


26 


PROTECTION  OF  LIFE  &  PROPERTY 


T 


BUILDING 

Construction  in  Cambridge  in  1949  totaled 
$15,139,266  and  varied  from  public  and  private 
housing,  dormitories  and  hospitals  to  restau¬ 
rants,  laboratories,  warehouses  and  bowling 
alleys.  The  four  new  public  housing  projects 
totaled  over  $4,000,000  and  provided  over  400 
new  units.  Another  approximately  400  units 
were  provided  in  new  and  altered  private 
dwellings. 

The  largest  single  residential  dwelling  was 
a  261  unit  ultra  modern  apartment  house  on 
Memorial  Drive  constructed  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $3,300,000.  Harvard  built  a  garden- 
type  development  of  128  units  for  $1,500,000. 
Other  large  projects  include  the  new  Harvard 
Graduate  Center  with  four  dormitories  at  an 
estimated  $2,500,000;  an  M.I.T.  laboratory  at 
$388,500;  industrial,  manufacturing  and  freight 
terminals  totaling  $245,000. 


Type 

Permits 

Inspections 

Tests 

Complaints 

Investigated 

Building 

1210 

3709 

82 

Electrical 

2102 

5082 

— 

— 

Gas 

912 

1185 

859 

47 

Plumbing 

525 

2743 

— 

31 

Elevators 

22  • 

432 

289** 

— 

*  The  22  new  elevators  installed  in  1949  bring  the  total 
in  the  City  to  795. 

*  *  In  addition  to  519  licenses  granted  to  elevator  operators 
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LICENSES 
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PROTECTION  OF  LIFE  6  PROPERTY 


Every  Tuesday  at  2.00  o'clock  the  License 
Commission  holds  a  public  hearing  at  City 
Hall.  Licenses  are  required  for  all  sorts  of 
functions  from  pawnbrokers,  liquor  dealers 
and  merry-go-rounds  to  lodging  houses,  open 
air  parking,  common  victualers  and  junk 
dealers.  Fees  range  from  25c  to  $1,500.  Liquor 
licenses  are  determined  by  the  Commission 
within  the  limits  set  by  the  State.  204  brought 
in  $168,630  of  the  total  $189,625  revenue  for 
1949.  The  444  garage  and  filling  stations 
brought  in  $4,800. 

EXAMINERS 

If  you  are  a  builder,  roofer,  gas  fitter,  sign 
erector,  or  other  construction  tradesman,  you 
have  already  applied  to  the  Board  of  Examin¬ 
ers  for  a  license  to  operate.  In  1949  the  Board 
held  12  hearings,  issued  425  renewal  licenses, 
498  special  licenses  and  34  new  licenses  to 
construction  tradesmen  of  various  kinds.  Forty 
examinations  were  given  to  certify  various 
tradesmen.  Revenue  from  licenses  totaled 
more  than  $2,000. 


Photo:  The  Building  Inspector  checks  with  a  construction 
foreman  on  details  of  a  new  industrial  building. 


Massachusetts  Avenue  looking  toward  Harvard  Square,  before  and  after  resurfacing.  Removal  of  trolley 
car  tracks  has  eliminated  a  potential  accident  hazard  and  created  greater  road  width  for  smooth  traffic 
flow  .  .  .  Michael  J.  Sullivan  Square  before  and  after  installation  of  channelizing  islands  and  pedestrian 
safety  islands.  Our  street  pattern  with  its  many  acute  angle  intersections  creates  real  problems  in  traffic 
engineering  and  control. 


CITY  IMPROVE 


MENJS  IN  1949 
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4.8  miles  of  32  streets  have  been  resurfaced  by  our  Public  Works  Depart¬ 
ment  at  a  total  cost  of  SI  74,047.  Public  works  crews  are  shown  working 
on  a  section  of  Massachusetts  Avenue  in  front  of  City  Hall  and  the  Post 
Office  .  .  .  Before  and  after  pictures  like  these  two  show  the  transformation 
created  by  our  expanded  recreation  program.  Thirteen  vacant  and  rubbish- 
littered  lots  in  the  City  are  now  in  intensive  use  as  neighborhood  play 
areas  for  small  children. 
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MODERN 


BUILDINGS  NEW 


An  aerial  view  shows  the  garden  type  development  of  apartments,  single  and  two-family 
houses  which  now  stands  on  the  former  site  of  Harvard's  famous  Botanic  Gardens.  The- 
Gray  Herbarium  still  stands  at  the  top  left  of  the  site  .  .  .  Harvard's  new  Lament  Library 
represents  the  humanistic  approach  in  library  planning.  Informal  lounges  and  open  stacks 
replace  the  usual  type  reading  room.  Poetry  and  music  rooms  provide  recording  facilities 
for  individual  listening  in  an  attractive  atmosphere  .  .  .  The  Harvard  Graduate  Center 
(architect's  model  shown)  provides  facilities  in  one  central  spot  where  graduate  students  of 
law,  languages,  philosophy,  religion,  natural  and  social  sciences  may  live  together. 
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TO  CAMBRIDGE 


IN 


1949 


The  new  ultra  modern  apartment  house  designed  by  and  principally  for  M.I.T. 
faculty,  and  constructed  by  a  large  insurance  company,  commands  a  breath¬ 
taking  view  of  Memorial  Drive  and  the  Charles  River  .  .  .  Tech's  new  Senior 
House  on  Memorial  Drive  affords  every  student's  room  a  view  of  the  Charles 
River  .  .  .  The  Charles  Hayden  Memorial  Library  also  recently  built  on  Memorial 
Drive  becomes  Tech's  new  Central  Library.  It  inciudes  a  large  central  music 
iobby  with  a  map  room  oufsfanding  for  its  collection  of  50,000  maps,  and  a  rotat¬ 
ing  globe  made  in  England  reputed  to  be  the  largest  in  exisience. 
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It  is  no  accident  that  Cambridge  has  such  an  enviable  health  record.  For  more  than  seventy  years  our  Board 
of  Health  has  been  working  toward  improved  health  conditions  in  our  City.  The  Department  now  boasts  five  divi¬ 
sions:  Administration,  Communicable  Disease  Control,  Child  Hygiene,  Environmental  Sanitation,  and  Tuberculosis 
Control. 

The  Community  Chest  X-ray  Survey  covered  33,981  persons  in  1949,  in  addition  to  the  56,676  that  had  been 
X-rayed  in  1948.  The  most  important  aspect  of  this  survey  involved  the  X-raying  of  over  10,000  food  handlers  in  our 
public  eating  places  in  1949.  These  included  741  at  Harvard  and  605  at  M.I.T.  4,359  persons  were  X-rayed  by  Mobile 
Units  in  three  different  neighborhoods  in  our  City.  Almost  3,000  high  school  students  from  both  the  public  and  paro¬ 
chial  schools  were  X-rayed,  and  5,822  college  students  at  M.I.T.  and  Sargent  College.  Our  hospital  X-rayed  almost  10,000 
out-patients,  and  the  clinic  at  City  Hall  Annex  X-rayed  another  1,200. 

In  spite  of  additional  case  findings  in  connection  with  the  intensive  chest  X-ray  survey  Cambridge  enjoyed  its 
second  lowest  morbidity  and  mortality  rates  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  1949.  Only  97  cases  were  reported  during 
the  year  compared  to  a  10-year  average  of  104.  There  were  32.33  deaths  per  100,000  population  against  a  10-year 
median  figure  of  45.21. 

Every  effort  has  been  expended  to  improve  the  health  of  our  school  children.  Two  new  dental  clinics  have 
been  opened  at  the  Peabody  and  Houghton  Schools,  making  a  total  of  eight  district  clinics  in  addition  to  the  Central 
Dental  Clinic.  A  control  study  of  dental  decay  was  carried  on  in  selected  groups  of  children  as  a  check  on  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  the  sodium  fluoride  treatments  begun  in  1948. 

Health  statistics  for  1949  for  our  City  compared  favorably  with  those  in  recent  years.  A  new  low  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  infant  mortality  with  only  22  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births,  although  58%  of  the  births 
were  non-resident.  The  third  lowest  mortality  for  premature  births  with  only  41  compares  with  55  in  1947  and  a  high  of 


69  in  1920.  The  second  lowest  general  death 
rate  for  Cambridge  residents  was  also  estab¬ 
lished  in  1949  with  11.49  per  1,000  population, 
next  only  to  11.48  in  1941. 

Attesting  to  the  fact  that  our  population 
is  getting  older,  the  following  figures  are  of 
interest.  The  trend  is  gradual  but  definite.  In 
1920  only  29%  of  the  total  deaths  were  in 
the  age  bracket  of  70  years  of  age  or  older. 
By  1940  the  percentage  of  deaths  70  years 
of  age  and  over  had  increased  to  37.  In  1949, 
43%  of  all  deaths  in  the  City  were  of  70 
years  or  over. 

The  Inspector  of  Animals  made  a  total  of 
1080  calls  for  the  purpose  of  examining  ani¬ 
mals  which  had  bitten  persons.  Heads  were 
removed  from  two  animals  and  delivered  to 
the  Wasserman  Laboratory,  but  all  specimens 
were  found  to  be  free  from  rabies. 

In  spite  of  a  shortage  in  personnel  during 
1949  all  the  routine  services  of  the  several 
divisions  of  the  Department  were  carried  on 
as  usual.  The  1949  per  capita  expenditure 
for  health  protection  by  the  Department,  ex¬ 
clusive  of  hospital  care,  was  $1.13. 


The  public  health  nurses  visit  homes  with  new  babies  or 
where  someone  unable  to  go  to  the  hospital  needs- 
nursing  care  ...  A  health  inspector  inspects  sides  of  beef 
at  a  local  meat  distributors. 
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HOSPITAL 


Despite  the  continued  shortage  of  nurses 
in  1949,  high  standards  of  service  were  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  City  Hospital,  and  a 
considerably  greater  volume  of  medical  care 
was  rendered.  With  the  78  courtesy  members 
added  to  our  medical  staff  of  115  physicians 
and  surgeons,  there  were  193  physicians  and 
surgeons  bringing  patients  to  the  hospital. 

Admissions  to  the  Hospital  in  1949  totaled 
7,526.  The  daily  average  was  212.9  patients 
with  an  average  stay  of  10.4  days.  11,980 
patients  were  treated  in  the  Accident  Room 
and  9,162  patients  made  31,090  visits  to  the 
Out-Patient  Department.  The  X  -ray  Department 
handled  12,065  patients.  4,419  operations  and 
53,721  laboratory  tests  were  performed  during 
the  year. 

The  Cardiac  Clinic  opened  in  1949  is  a  dis¬ 
tinct  advance  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  cardiac  ailments,  and  conforms  to  the  most 
modern  concepts  of  preventive  medicine. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  War  a  competent 
and  experienced  faculty  now  staffs  the  Nmsing 
School.  If  the  present  large  enrollment  con¬ 
tinues,  our  recent  acute  shortage  of  registered 
nurses  will  soon  end.  The  social  and  recrea- 


Photos  left:  Mayor  Neville  congratulates  a  student  nurse 
at  graduation  .  .  .  Christmas  caroling  in  one  of  the  hospi¬ 
tal  wards  by  student  nurse  glee  club. 


tional  activities  of  the  School  were  expanded 
during  the  year  with  student  teas,  dances  and 
other  functions.  A  new  tennis  and  volley  ball 
court  was  constructed  for  the  use  of  School 
and  Staff. 

New  furnishings,  technical  and  surgical 
equipment  and  instruments  valued  at  approxi¬ 
mately  $30,000  were  acquired  during  1949. 

The  redecorating  project  of  all  departments 
and  wards  of  the  main  hospital  started  this 
year  has  resulted  in  attractive  interiors.  Re¬ 
pairs  and  minor  improvements  were  made 
throughout  the  buildings. 

All  hospital  statistics  were  up  for  1949.  Rev¬ 
enue  increased  and  costs  increased,  and  the 
total  number  of  in-patient  days  increased  by 
more  than  3,700.  Operating  expenses  in  1949 
were  $1,555,984  compared  to  $1,016,1 15  for  1948. 
Adding  6%  for  depreciation,  the  total  hospital 
expenses  for  the  year  figure  at  $1,225,344.  This 
is  an  increase  of  $148,262  over  1948  figures. 
On  the  basis  of  66,866  in-patient  days,  exclud¬ 
ing  newborns,  the  cost  per  patient  day  was 
$17.02  or  $1.04  more  than  1948.  For  43,070  out¬ 
patient  visits  the  cost  per  visit  amounted  to 
$2.02 


Photos  light:  An  arthritic  patient  is  helped  through  her 
daily  exercises  .  .  .  Masked  and  gowned  in  the  sterilizing 
room,  a  nurse  prepares  formulas  for  the  nursery. 


HEALTH  &  WELFARE 


INFIRMARY 


Dictated  largely  by  emergency  conditions,  the  function 
of  the  City  Infirmary  has  changed  during  recent  years  from 
that  of  caring  solely  for  the  aged  and  infirm  to  that  of 
giving  shelter  to  families  evicted  from  their  homes  for  one 
purpose  or  another.  The  housing  shortage  created  a  definite 
problem  which  was  solved  only  by  opening  the  City  Infirmary 
as  temporary  shelter  for  these  people. 

During  1949  the  City  Infirmary  provided  shelter  for  314 
individuals,  including  25  children  in  9  families  who  had  been 
evicted  from  their  homes.  At  the  end  of  the  year  16  children 
of  four  families  were  still  residing  in  the  Infirmary. 

The  municipal  maintenance  crew  did  considerable  work 
on  improving  the  interior  of  the  physical  plant.  The  audi¬ 
torium  where  religious  services  are  held  each  Sunday  was 
completely  redecorated.  Various  parts  of  the  building,  in¬ 
cluding  the  dining  room,  kitchen,  corridors  and  a  few  rooms 
were  repainted.  The  boiler  room  and  steam  tunnel  were 
completely  rewired  by  the  Electrical  Department.  The  heating 
system  was  surveyed  by  a  firm  of  heating  engineers  and 
recommendations  made  to  effect  a  greater  heating  economy. 

As  a  division  of  the  Welfare  Department,  an  effort  is 
made  to  maintain  the  usual  high  standard  of  care  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  all  residents.  Fresh  garden  vegetables  are  provided 
in  season  from  the  large  garden  on  the  Infirmary  grounds 
which  is  planted  and  cared  for  by  employees  of  the  Pork 
Department. 


PHYSICIAN 


The  City  Physician  assisted  by  two  regis¬ 
tered  physicians,  as  provided  by  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  attended 
a  total  of  1,250  patients  during  the  year.  The 
physicians  made  365  visits  to  the  City  Infir¬ 
mary,  supervised  314  cases,  examined  134  ad¬ 
missions  to  the  Infirmary,  pronounced  19 
deaths,  referred  53  cases  to  the  City  Hospital 
and  4  cases  to  the  State  Hospital,  and  trans¬ 
ferred  14  to  the  Old  Age  Assistance  division 
of  the  Welfare  Department.  In  addition  to  the 
care  of  Infirmary  residents,  the  physicians 
made  2,503  house  calls  and  had  808  office 
visits  from  Welfare  recipients  in  the  City. 
They  responded  to  21  police  calls  and  made 
18  retirement  examinations  in  addition  to  140 
commitments  to  State  Hospitals.  The  clinic 
formerly  held  at  City  Hall  Annex  was  trans¬ 
ferred  on  May  23  to  the  City  Hospital  where 
a  City  physician  was  in  attendance  for  an 
hour  each  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 


WeUaie  expenditures  have  increased  steadily,  both  in 
total  amount  expended  and  net  cost  to  the  City.  As 
shown  on  the  chart  at  the  right,  welfare  costs  include 
expenditures  lor  General  Relief,  Old  Age  Assistance. 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children,  City  Infirmary,  City  Hospital, 
and  Veterans'  Benefits. 


WELFARE  EXPENDITURES 


HEALTH  &  WELFARE 


WCLFARl 

Partly  because  of  greater  unemployment  and  partly  be¬ 
cause  of  changes  in  the  Relief  Laws,  welfare  expenditures 
for  1949  continued  to  increase.  The  Acts  of  1949  effected 
several  changes  in  welfare  administration.  Chapter  486  in¬ 
creased  the  amount  of  cash  surrender  value  which  an  old 
age  assistance  recipient  may  retain  in  life  insurance  without 
executing  an  assignment.  Chapter  622  provides  that  an  indi¬ 
vidual  recipient  of  Old  Age  Assistance  may  retain  bank 
deposits  not  exceeding  $500,  and  a  husband  and  wife  may 
retain  joint  deposits  not  exceeding  $1,000.  Chapter  796  allows 
$4  a  month  for  "leisure  time  activities"  for  all  recipients. 
Effective  in  December  1949,  this  will  increase  our  old  age 
expenditures  in  Cambridge  more  than  $100,000  in  1950.  Chap¬ 
ter  766  increased  the  rate  for  hospital  care  from  $8  to  $10 
per  day  as  of  November,  1949.  New  Relief  laws  in  1949  show 
the  cost  of  welfare  for  any  community  in  Massachusetts  is 
definitely  up. 

A  total  of  2,432  cases  received  old  age  assistance  in 
Cambridge  in  1949.  2,088  persons  remained  on  the  Old  Age 
Assistance  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Under  the  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  Law,  464  families 
were  cored  for  in  1949,  and  370  were  still  on  the  rolls  as  of 
December  31. 

A  grand  total  of  967  cases  received  aid  under  the  General 
Relief  law  in  1949.  To  the  370  cases  on  the  rolls  on  January  1, 
there  were  597  new  cases  added,  an  increase  of  179  over  1948. 
Although  510  cases  were  closed  during  the  year,  457  families 
still  remained  on  the  rolls  on  December  31. 


HEALTH  &  WELFARE 


SANATORIUM 

The  Cambridge  Sanatorium  completed  forty-one  years 
of  service  in  1949.  Its  services  include  the  hospitalization  and 
core  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases,  the  education  of  pa¬ 
tients,  and  research  activities,  particularly  in  the  use  of  newer 
drugs.  Private  surgical  patients  were  received  from  many  dis¬ 
tant  points,  and  visiting  physicians  came  from  twenty  foreign 
countries  to  observe  our  surgical  techniques. 

Tremendous  changes  have  taken  place  in  surgical  tech¬ 
niques.  A  year  or  two  ago  certain  patients  received  three, 
four,  and  sometimes  five  major  operations.  New  techniques 
now  eliminate  one  or  two  of  the  procedures  and  bring  even 
better  results. 

Similar  advances  in  the  medical  field  have  improved  the 
outlook  for  many  patients  formerly  classified  as  hopelessly 
ill.  The  average  hospitalization  period  has  been  cut  several 
months,  and  patients  now  leave  in  a  safer  condition. 

In  1949  the  Outpatient  Department  had  2,260  visits,  took 
1988  x-rays  and  gave  266  tuberculin  tests.  There  were  908 
pneumothorax  visits,  and  863  new  patients  examined.  47 
active  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  found,  including 
all  positive  cases  uncovered  by  City  surveys. 

With  receipts  of  $123,168  and  a  gross  operating  cost  of 
$245,050,  the  1949  net  cost  is  $121,882,  or  a  net  cost  per 
patient  day  of  $3.67,  based  on  the  average  of  90  daily  pa¬ 
tients.  Although  this  figure  is  only  20c  more  than  the  1948 
figure,  the  real  cost  would  be  considerably  more  if  the  $25,000 
estimated  cost  of  repair  and  maintenance  contributed  by 
other  City  departments  were  included. 

Photo  light:  A  doctor  in  the  Sanatorium  administers  the  pneumothorax  treat¬ 
ment  used  in  collapsing  the  lung  of  a  patient. 


HEALTH  &  WELFARE 


The  veterans'  problems  decreased  in  volume  and  in¬ 
creased  in  seriousness  because  many  veterans  now  have 
family  responsibilities.  The  Veterans'  Service  made  21,980 
contacts  with  veterans  who  sought  information  on  housing, 
medical  benefits,  education,  employment,  and  veterans 
benefits. 

The  City's  share  of  expenditures  for  Veterans'  Benefits 
has  increased  from  $68,021  in  1948  to  $79,412  for  1949.  Total 
expenditures  for  the  year  to  veterans  of  all  wars  was  $160,398 
as  against  $133,412  in  1948.  Factors  contributing  to  this  in¬ 
crease  were  the  exhaustion  of  unemployment  security  bene¬ 
fits,  readjustment  allowance  ending  July  25,  an  increase  in 
strike  cases,  an  increase  in  hospital  and  medical  cases,  and 
more  World  War  I  veterans  becoming  permanently  unem¬ 
ployed  for  health  reasons  and  considered  poor  risks  by 
employers.  There  was  a  monthly  average  of  220  cases  repre¬ 
senting  515  persons.  1100  home  visits  were  made  during  the 
year. 

PENSIONS 

All  City  employees  must  join  the  City  Retirement  System 
and  contribute  5%  of  their  salary  after  the  first  six  months. 
In  effect  since  1939,  the  System  became  mandatory  in  1948. 
Prior  to  this  the  so-called  4%  system  was  in  force  voluntarily 
from  1931.  And  in  1949  the  City  paid  out  $587,336  to  457  pen¬ 
sioned  employees  under  the  original  old  law  non-contributory 
system.  159  were  former  Street  Department  employees,  98 
from  the  Police  Department. 

Photo  left:  In  the  spotless  modern  interior  of  our  Cambridge  Sanatorium  a 
doctor  relays  patient  data  to  a  nurse. 


SCHOOL 

For  several  years  the  schools  of  Cambridge 
have  been  stressing  the  importance  of  a  read¬ 
ing  program.  Toward  this  end  the  school  has 
issued  courses  of  study  for  the  kindergartens, 
grades  I  to  VIII,  and  a  course  of  study  in 
English  and  the  Language  Arts.  Remedial 
reading  classes  ore  now  held  in  the  Thorn¬ 
dike,  Ellis,  Houghton,  Longfellow,  Putnam, 
Russell,  Webster,  and  Wellington  Schools. 
This  program  analyzes  the  causes  of  reading 
difficulties  and  suggests  remedies  for  them. 

Keeping  pace  with  advances  in  educational 
methods  the  Cambridge  School  Department 
has  assumed  a  leading  role  in  the  use  of  audio¬ 
visual  materials.  The  use  of  still  pictures, 
silent  motion  pictures,  graphs,  charts,  maps, 
models,  specimens,  dioramas  and  panoramas, 
demonstrations,  museum  and  field  trips,  draw¬ 
ings,  sketches,  etc.  is  an  essential  port  of  every 
teacher's  program.  Auditory  materials  in  the 
form  of  sound  motion  pictures,  radio  record¬ 
ings,  and  transcriptions  are  being  used  to 
contribute  to  the  well-rounded  education  of 
Cambridge  students.  Every  grammar  school  in 
the  City  is  now  equipped  with  a  film  strip  pro- 

1949  graduates  of  Cambridge  High  and  Latin  School  at 
outdoor  exercises  in  Library  Park. 


jector.  A  library  of  film  strips  in  color  is  avail¬ 
able  to  all  grammar  and  elementary  schools. 

Three  wire  recorders  are  available  to  the 
grammar  schools  and  each  school  sponsoring 
radio  programs  has  an  opportunity  to  make 
practise  recordings  before  they  are  aired  over 
W.T.A.O.,  the  Middlesex  Broadcasting  Com¬ 
pany  station  in  Cambridge.  The  teachers  use 
this  recording  for  editing  and  improving  the 
script. 

The  following  table  gives  comparative  school 
statistics  for  the  past  ten  years.  In  this  period 
our  public  school  population  has  decreased 
from  14,308  to  10,788;  the  total  school  expendi¬ 
ture  has  increased  from  $1,875,937  to  $2,541,- 
362,  and  the  cost  per  pupil  has  increased  from 
$131.11  to  $235.57. 


School 

No.  of 

Total 

Cost 

Popu¬ 

Teach¬ 

Expendi¬ 

Per 

Year 

lation 

ers  (a) 

ture 

Pupil 

1940 

14,308 

686 

$1,875,937 

$131.11 

1941 

14,018 

666 

1,866,479 

133.14 

1942 

13,243 

596 

1,807,329 

136.47 

1943 

12,206 

563 

1,830,067 

149.93 

1944 

11,738 

545 

1,927,315 

164.10 

1945 

11,297 

542 

1,938,869 

171.62 

1946 

11,034 

525 

2,017,539 

182.84 

1947 

10,897 

539 

2,501,386 

229.55 

1948 

10,585 

497 

2,494,838 

235.69 

1949 

10,788 

527 

2,541,362 

235.57 

(a)  : 

Excludes  teachers 

in  Armed 

Forces  and 

on'  leave. 

Photo  right:  A  police  officer  instructs  part  of  the  school 
safety  patrol  in  traffic  control  measures  .  .  .  Boys  at 
Rindge  Technical  School '  receive  instruction  on  a  wood¬ 
working  machine. 
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LIBRARY 

The  original  function  of  a  Public  Library 
has  been  expanded  in  recent  years  to  include 
motion  pictures,  record  collections,  forums  and 
now,  television.  Cambridge  has  progressed 
somewhat  in  following  these  trends,  but  still 
gives  book  and  information  service  almost 
exclusively.  Including  over  300,000  volumes 
loaned  for  high  school  room  fiction,  over  5,000 
people  borrowed  over  500,000  books.  There 
are  214,971  volumes  in  our  public  library  sys¬ 
tem,  with  over  140,000  volumes  in  the  Central 
Library  alone. 

The  library  has  machines  for  listening  to 
records,  and  a  circulating  record  collection. 
The  record  collection  was  increased  over  100% 
in  1949  and  now  totals  6,558. 

The  library  lectures  under  the  Dowse  In¬ 
stitute  for  1949  included  Bishop  Wright,  Prof. 
Roy  Schlichter,  Margaret  Brine,  Father  Edward 
Sullivan,  and  William  Crowley. 

The  physical  appearance  of  our  libraries 
was  improved  during  the  year  by  refinishing, 
repainting,  replacement  of  old  furniture,  and 
some  new  lighting  in  the  reference  room  of 
the  Main  Library. 

The  Main  Public  Library  holds  140,000  of  the  total  of 
214,000  volumes  in  our  library  system  ...  A  new  totlot 
in  Library  Park  provides  a  cool  and  shady  play  area  on 
a  hot  summer's  day. 


EDUCATION  &  RECREATION 


/f£C/f£^  TION 

Further  progress  was  made  during  1949  on 
the  program  of  providing  more  play  areas  in 
Cambridge.  A  well-eguipped  junior  playground 
on  Sidney  Street  was  completed  and  two  new 
totlot  corners  added  in  the  yard  of  the  Sleeper 
School  and  on  the  grounds  of  the  Main  Public 
Library. 

One  of  the  innovations  in  the  activities 
program  was  a  series  of  six  summer  band 
concerts.  As  part  of  each  band  concert  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  group  and  folk  dancing  was  presented 
by  the  children  from  each  playground  district. 

The  extensive  program  offered  by  the  Rec¬ 
reation  Department  in  1949  included  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  36  play  areas  and  2  outdoor  swimming 
pools  open  under  supervision;  operation  of  10 
indoor  evening  recreation  centers,  with  games, 
gym  classes,  table  tennis,  boxing  and  basket¬ 
ball;  promotion  of  industrial  and  municipal 
soft  ball  leagues,  a  municipal  baseball  league, 
and  4  adult  municipal  basketball  leagues; 
classes  in  handcraft,  art  and  hobbies  at  play¬ 
grounds  and  indoor  centers;  weekly  teen-age 
dances  at  school  buildings,  a  series  of  Hallow¬ 
e'en  parties  in  cooperation  with  fraternal  and 

The  new  Gold  Star  Mother's  Swimming  Pool  on  Donnelly 
Field  provides  another  important  link  in  our  expanding 
recreation  system  .  .  .  Thousands  of  youngsters  now  enjoy 
swimming  and  diving  all  summer  a  stone's  throw  from 
their  homes. 
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Veterans'  organizations;  a  baseball  school  con¬ 
ducted  in  conjunction  with  the  Kiwanis  Club; 
story-telling  programs  on  playgrounds  using 
personnel  from  the  Public  Library;  two  swim¬ 
ming  meets  at  the  Gold  Star  Mothers'  Memorial 
Pool;  skating  at  9  municipal  rinks;  a  municipal 
toboggan  slide  and  7  playground  coasting 
slides. 

The  playing  surface  drains  at  Russell  Field 
were  completely  relaid.  The  tennis  courts  at 
the  Francis  Glacken  Field  were  topped  with  a 
waterproof  surface  as  an  aid  to  water  reten¬ 
tion  for  ice  skating.  Fencing  and  rough  grad¬ 
ing  was  done  at  St.  Peter's  Athletic  Field  on 
Sherman  Street  and  poles  were  installed  for 
night  lighting. 

The  Department  acquired  q  new  jeep,  and  a 
grader  for  construction  and  maintenance  proj¬ 
ects.  New  playground  equipment  added  during 
the  year  included  5  slides,  16  tilts,  5  swing 
sets,  4  jungle  gyms,  and  2  spray  pools. 

Approximately  2000  permits  were  issued  to 
independent  school,  church  and  industrial 
teams  for  use  of  recreation  facilities.  1949 
receipts  from  the  municipal  golf  course  to¬ 
taled  $14,410. 


An  unsightly  corner  lot  becomes  an  attractive  totlot  in¬ 
tensively  used  by  the  neighborhood  the  year  round. 


NAME  OF  AREA 

John  J.  Ahern  Field 

Joseph  M.  Alberico  Playground 

Edward  Alden  Playground 

Rev.  P.  H.  Callanan  Field 

Cambridge  Common 

Cogswell  Place  Playground 

Wm.  F.  Cooper  Playground 

Corcoran  Playground 

Corp.  Burns  Playground 

Dana  Square 

John  F.  Donnelly  Field 

Fletcher  School  Playground 
Franklin  Street  Playground 
Joseph  Fullmore  Playground 
Fresh  Pond  Playground 
Gannett  School  Playground 
Granite  Street  Playground 
Hampshire-Broadway  Triangle 
Hastings  Square 
High  &  Latin  School  Playground 
Kingsley  Park 

Library  Park 
Little  Commons 
Longfellow  Park 
Lowell  Park 

Lowell  School  Playground 

William  Morrill  Playground 
Morse  School  Playground 
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CAMBRIDGE  RECREATION  AREAS 


LOCATION 

Charles  &  Ninth  Sts. 

Pleasant  Street 

Oxford  &  Sacramento  Sts. 

Concord  Ave.  &  Alpine  St. 

Massachusetts  Ave.  &  Garden  St. 

Cogswell  Place 

Hancock  &  Center  Sts. 

Upland  Road  &  Raymond  St. 
Flagg  &  Bank  Sts. 

Magazine  &  Lake  Sts. 

Cambridge  &  Willow  Sts. 

Elm  &  Market  Sts. 

Franklin  at  Belvedere  PI. 

Sidney  &  Peters  Sts. 

Huron  Avenue 
Jefferson  St. 

Granite  St.  &  Memorial  Dr. 
Hampshire  St.  &  Broadway 
Brookline  &  Henry  Sts. 
Cambridge  &  Ellery  Sts. 

Alewife  Brook  Parkway  at 
Fresh  Pond 

Broadway  &  Trowbridge  Sts. 
Adjacent  to  Cambridge  Common 
Brattle  St. 

Fresh  Pond  Parkway  & 

Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Mt.  Auburn  &  Lowell  Sts. 

6th  &  Hurley  Sts. 

Brookline  &  Allston  Sts. 


NAME  OF  AREA 

Newtowne  Court  Playground 
Norfolk  School  Playground 

Robert  1.  Paine  Playground 
Peabody  School  Playground 
Thos.  S.  Pilleri  Playground 
St.  Peters  Field 
Edward  Leo  Silva  Playground 
Rindge  Field 
Russel  Hoyt  Field 
Edward  J.  Sennott  Park 


Shady  Hill  Playground 
Sleeper  School  Playground 
Taylor  Playground 
Washington  Elms  Playground 
Washington  Square 
Wellington  School  Playground 
Reginald  Wilder  Playground 
Winthrop  Square 

Swimming  Pools 
Gerry's  Landing 
Gold  Star  Mothers'  Pool 
Jerry's  Pit 

Magazine  Beach 

Special  Areas 
Municipal  Golf  Course 
Russell  Field 


LOCATION 

Main  &  Windsor  Sts. 

Norfolk  St.  between 
Cambridge  &  Hampshire  Sts. 
St.  Mary's  Road 
Linnean  &  Walker  Sts. 

271  Cambridge  St. 

Sherman  St. 

4th  &  Otis  Sts. 

Rindge  Ave.  &  Haskell  St. 
Western  Ave.  &  River  St. 
Broadway  &  Norfolk  Sts. 


Coolidge  Hill 
Cedar  &  Dudley  Sts. 
Charles  &  Second  Sts. 
Harvard  &  Windsor  Sts. 
Waverly  &  Reardon  Sts. 
Columbia  &  Lincoln  Sts. 
Lee  &  West  Sts. 

Boylston  &  Winthrop  Sts. 


Memorial  Drive 
Cambridge  &  Berkshire  Sts. 
Rindge  Avenue  at 
Alewife  Brook  Parkway 
Memorial  Drive  at  Magazine  St. 


Huron  Avenue 
Off  Rindge  Ave. 
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PUBLIC  WORKS 

Three  new  work  methods  were  employed  in 
the  Public  Works  Department  in  1949.  Sanitary 
fill  at  the  City  dump,  garbage  collection  unit 
crew  increased  from  3  to  5,  and  the  use  of  a 
sand  and  salt  mixture  for  snow  removal.  At 
the  City  dump  each  day's  accumulation  was 
covered  by  earth  fill  and  sealed  by  impacting 
with  a  bulldozer.  Over  $5,000  was  spent  for 
fill  for  this  purpose  in  1949. 

Snow  removal  was  aided  considerably  by  a 
salt  and  sand  mixture  sprinkled  on  the  streets 
when  the  snow  fall  reached  one  inch  in  depth. 
If  the  snow  fall  continues,  this  mixture  keeps 
the  base  from  hardening  and  facilitates  later 
plowing.  If  there  is  no  further  accumulation 
of  snow,  this  mixture,  together  with  the  move¬ 
ment  of  traffic,  prevents  icing  on  the  roadway. 

The  blacksmith,  reminiscent  of  the  tormer''viIlage  smithy’ 
is  an  equally  valuable  factor  in  our  public  works  main¬ 
tenance  today. 


t 


A  number  of  City  properties  were  improved: 


Constructed  550  feet  of  roadway  from  Sherman  Street  to 
the  new  dump  location  between  Sherman  and  Garden 
Streets. 

Erected  a  chain  link  fence  around  the  dump. 

Constructed  paint  shop  at  Inman  Square  Fire  House  for 
spray  painting  of  City  vehicles. 

Erected  garage  at  City  dump  for  housing  tractors. 
Redecked  bridges  at  First  and  Third  Streets  and  Huron 
Avenue. 

Rebuilt  clubhouse  at  Gerry's  Pit. 

Remodelled  field  and  ticket  house  at  Russell  Field. 
Erected  cedar  fence  around  green  house  and  City  garden 
area. 

Expended  approximately  $12,000  in  the  rehabilitation  of 
City  parks,  including  a  new  park  on  Huron  Avenue  at 
Fountain  Terrace. 

32  of  our  streets  were  resurfaced  in  1949 
making  a  total  of  4.8  miles.  This  represents 
98,363  square  yards  of  black  top  at  a  total 
cost  of  $174,047.  Spray  painting  of  City  vehicles 
at  the  new  paint  shop  has  saved  much  time 
and  money. 

Considerable  new  equipment  was  purchased 
during  1949  which  further  increased  the  De¬ 
partment's  operational  efficiency:  1  truck  with 
van  body,  2  truck  chassis,  1  bucket  loader,  1 
truck  with  rack  body,  1  street  marking  ma¬ 
chine,  1  3-wheel  gasoline  road  roller,  4  porta¬ 
ble  salt  spreaders,  2  portable  sand  spreaders, 
1  electric  chain  saw  and  8  lawn  mowers. 

A  new  paint  spraying  shop  now  provides  facilities  for 
painting  City  trucks  in  half  the  time  it  formerly  took.  20 
park  benches  now  take  one  man  a  half-hour.  Brush  paint¬ 
ing  requires  4  hours  for  the  same  job. 
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ENCINEERINC 

Cambridge  now  boasts  129  miles  of  streets 
in  its  approximately  six  square  miles  of  area. 
As  you  drive  along  our  City  streets  you  are 
little  aware  of  what  goes  on  under  the  surface. 
The  maze  of  power  lines,  water  mains,  storm 
and  sanitary  sewer  pipes  of  varying  sizes  all 
present  a  major  problem  when  large-scale 
excavation  is  necessary.  There  are  almost  200 
miles  of  sewers.  97  miles  of  these  ore  com¬ 
bined  storm  and  sanitary  sewers.  41  miles 
are  separate  storm  sewers,  and  61  are  sepa¬ 
rate  sanitary  sewers.  133  miles  of  these  are 
vitrified  and  cement.  The  remainder  are  brick, 
cement  concrete,  wood  and  iron  pipe.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  all  the  pipe  lines,  conduits,  and  cables 
underground  there  are  2,858  catch  basins. 

Repair  work  was  done  on  three  bridges 
in  1949,  and  43  detailed  plans  made  of  var¬ 
ious  street  intersections  for  the  State  Traffic 
Engineer  in  determining  the  need  for  stop 
signs  and  traffic  lights  requested  by  our  City 
Council.  The  Department  did  the  usual  engi¬ 
neering  work  for  other  City  Departments  and 
cooperated  with  the  nine  other  communities 
on  the  East  Middlesex  Mosquito  Control 
Project. 

City  Engineers  at  work  on  street  details  .  .  .  The  new 
grad-all  of  the  Water  Department  now  makes  light  work 
of  trench-digging  and  other  excavating  work. 


SOURCE  OF  CAMBRIDGE  WATER  SUPPLY 


EL.  83.00 


PAYSON  PARK 

BELMONT 

(HIGH  PRESSURE  RESERVOIR) 


EL.  17600 


AV  EL.  35.00 


YOUR  HOME 


FRESH  POND 

CAMBRIDGE 


WATER  AREA  166  ACRES 
CAPACITY  43  MIL.  GAL. 
WATERSHED  AREA  I  SO.  Ml 
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WATER 

Cambridge  is  proud  to  own  one  of  the  finest 
water  systems  in  the  Commonwealth.  Today's 
higher  living  standards  and  modern  technolog¬ 
ical  improvements  of  air  conditioning,  indus¬ 
trial  developments  and  sanitation  controls 
have  constantly  increased  the  demands  for 
water  in  our  City.  During  1949  over  six  billion 
gallons  of  water  were  furnished  to  14,500  dif¬ 
ferent  users.  This  is  equivalent  to  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  the  City  using  about  150 
gallons  per  day. 

After  extensive  studies  the  Water  Board 
recommended  to  the  Manager  and  the  City 
Council  the  appropriation  of  approximately 
$1,500,000  to  meet  the  demand  for  extensions, 
improvements,  and  necessary  maintenance  in 
the  water  system.  Proposed  improvements  in¬ 
clude  a  new  electric  pumping  station  with  a 
capacity  of  36  million  gallons  a  day,  and 
improvements  to  the  filtration  plant  which  will 
further  improve  the  quality  of  our  filtered 
water.  New  water  mains  will  be  laid  and 
other  existing  mains  will  be  cleaned  to  im¬ 
prove  pressure  and  fire  protection  in  certain 
areas  of  the  City.  Three  separate  connections 
with  the  Metropolitan  Water  Supply  System 
will  be  installed  for  emergency  use. 


INDUSTRIAL 


The  year  1949  was  an  exceptionally  good 
one  for  industrial  development  in  Cambridge. 
Many  firms  built  new  plants  in  the  City  and 
others  expanded  already  existing  plants.  West 
Disinfectant,  Stahleker  Steel,  and  E.  T.  Stret- 
ton  Transportation  Company  were  among  the 
new-comers  to  Cambridge.  The  Dowd  Paper 
Company  and  Daggett  Chocolate  Company 
were  two  who  added  to  already  existing 
plants. 

The  western  part  of  the  City  between  Con¬ 
cord  Avenue,  the  Belmont  line.  Concord  Turn¬ 
pike  and  Alewife  Brook  Parkway  continued  its 
rapid  expansion  and  is  now  referred  to  as 
"Steelmen's  Row".  The  Ward  Steel,  Avery  and 
Saul,  Bethlehem  Steel,  Brown  and  Wales,  M.  E. 
Baker,  and  Behr-Manning  are  among  those 
who  have  built  plants  in  this  area  in  recent 
years. 

There  was  talk  of  a  large  shopping  develop¬ 
ment  for  the  area.  A  contracting  company  is 
about  to  start  construction  on  a  restaurant,  a 
super  market,  a  block  of  stores,  and  an  out¬ 
door  movie  theatre  with  parking  for  1200  or 
more  cars. 

The  City -owned  land  on  Commercial  Avenue 
was  grassed  over  as  an  added  incentive  to  its 
sale  and  greatly  increased  the  number  of  in¬ 
quiries  regarding  it. 


PIANNIN6 


The  passage  of  the  1949  Federal  Housing  Act  is  of  signifi¬ 
cance  to  every  Cambridge  citizen.  One  of  its  major  objectives 
is  the  development  of  well-planned  residential  neighborhoods. 
As  a  basis  for  a  long-range  housing  improvement  program  and 
urban  redevelopment  studies,  the  Planning  Board  is  making  an 
analysis  of  housing  conditions  in  our  City.  A  study  of  residential 
densities  completed  in  1949  is  a  preliminary  to  a  series  of  neigh¬ 
borhood  studies,  the  first  of  which  was  completed  for  a  West 
Cambridge  neighborhood. 

1949  was  an  active  year  for  recreational  planning.  Several 
totlots  were  completed  from  plans  made  in  previous  years.  Plans 
for  a  new  playground  on  Peters  St.  were  drawn  and  the  area 
opened  for  use.  Studies  were  made  and  support  given  for  a  new 
Metropolitan  District  Commission  swimming  pool  at  Magazine 
Beach  on  the  Charles  River.  Working  drawings  are  now  under 
way  and  it  is  expected  that  the  pool  will  be  open  in  1951.  Plans 
were  also  drawn  for  the  improvement  of  Kingsley  Park,  land¬ 
scaping  at  the  Common,  and  at  Winthrop  Square. 

The  most  important  transportation  improvement  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  was  the  extension  of  the  subway  to  North  Cambridge. 
An  act  providing  engineering  studies  for  this  purpose  is  now 
before  the  (General  Court.  The  proposed  extension  of  the  Con¬ 
cord  Turnpike  from  its  present  terminus  at  the  Alewife  Brook 
Parkway  to  the  proposed  Central  Artery  in  Boston  would  create 
a  "northern  by-pass"  and  free  many  of  our  residential  streets 
from  heavy  through  traffic.  The  new  Eliot  Bridge  at  Gerry's  Landing 
to  be  opened  in  1950  will  provide  a  "southern  by-pass"  and 
relieve  traffic  congestion  along  Memorial  Drive. 
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HOUSING 

During  1949  the  functions  of  the  Housing 
Authority  were  considerably  expanded.  Hav¬ 
ing  operated  only  Washington  Elms  and 
Newtowne  Court  for  a  number  of  years,  the 
Authority  undertook  seven  new  housing  de¬ 
velopments.  The  Cambridge  Housing  Authority 
was  the  first  in  the  State  to  start  construction 
of  a  veterans'  housing  project  under  Chapter 
200  of  the  1948  State  Housing  Act.  In  July 

1948  ground  was  broken  for  Woodrow  Wilson 
Court  with  69  units.  Under  construction  in 

1949  were  Jefferson  Park  with  109  units,  Jef¬ 
ferson  Park  Extension  with  200,  Lincoln  Way 
with  60,  Roosevelt  Towers  with  228,  and  Lake- 
view  with  7  single  family  houses. 

With  the  passage  of  the  1949  National  Hous¬ 
ing  Act  Cambridge  applied  for  2000  additional 
units  to  be  built  over  a  five-year  period,  with 
a  program  reservation  of  600  units  to  be  con¬ 
structed  in  the  first  two  years. 

At  the  end  of  1949  the  Authority  had  2861 
tenant  applications  on  file.  Veterans  living  in 
the  304  temporary  units  for  the  past  five  years 
will  get  top  priority  in  permanent  dwellings 
now  under  construction. 


Aichitects'  sketches  oi  Roosevelt  Towers  in  East  Cambridge 
and  Jackson  Gardens  on  Harvard  Street. 
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REVENUE  ACCOUNTS 

CITY 


December  31,  1949 


Assets 

Cash  . $1,263,109.05 

Petty  Cash  .  460.00 

Accounts  Receivable: 

Property  Taxes: 

Current  year  . $275,409.17 

Prior  years  .  6,256.55 

Poll  Taxes: 

Current  year  .  9,815.00 

Prior  years  .  7,313.00 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise: 

Current  year  .  43,996.05 

Prior  years  .  5,786.82 

348,576.59 


Liabilities  and  Reserves 


Appropriation  balances  . $  487,105.11 

Trust  Funds  Income  .  3,011.67 

Grants  and  Gifts  .  10,509.44 

State  Assessments  . —  overestimates  .  13,566.42 

Revenue  Reserved  for  Appropriation  .  78,014.53 

Revenue  Reserved  until  Collected  .  613,138.19 

Reserve  for  Petty  Cash  .  460.00 

Premiums  .  4,200.00 

Overlay  Surplus  .  2,316.40 

Surplus  Revenue  .  1,119,142.80 


Assessments: 

Sewer  . .....$  6,428.92 

Sidewalk  .  9,535.93 

15,964.85 

Tax  Titles  .  29,418.22 

Tax  Possessions  .  26,025.81 

Departmental  .  491,946.44 

County  Tax  —  underestimate  .  38,941.50 

State  Assessments  —  underestimate  .  52,260.18 

Sale  of  City  Land  —  to  be  raised  .  7,050.12 

Overlay  Deficits  .  57,711.80 


$2,331,464.56 


$2,331,464.56 


Cash 


TEMPORARY  ACCOUNTS 


.$  59,142.73  Guarantee  Deposits  . $  14,438.25 

Agency  .  44,704.48 

$  59,142.7'3  $  59,142.73 


WATER  DEPARTMENT 

Cash  . 

Accounts  Receivable 

Revenue  Reserved  for  Appropriation  . . .  727,730.66 

_  Revenue  Reserved  until  Collected  . . .  80,373.54 

$  998,218.78  $  998,218.78 


$  917,845.24  Appropriation  balances  . $  188,326.58 

80,373.54  Deposits  .  1,788.00 


NON-REVENUE  ACCOUNTS 


Cash  . $  92,970.08 

Loans  Authorized  .  2,817,259.52 

Cash,  Federal  Grants  .  22,087.50 


$2,932,317.10 


Appropriation  balances  . $  89,594.69 

Temporary  Loans  in  Anticipation  of  Bond  Issue  .  1,380,259.52 

Loans  Unissued  .  1,437,000.00 

Reserve  for  Sewe?  Construction  .  961.30 

Reserve  for  Sidewalk  Construction  .  2,414.09 

Federal  Grants  .  22,087.50 


$2,932,317.10 


DEFERRED  ACCOUNTS 


Apportioned  Sewer  Assessments  Not  Due  . $  3,835.33 


Apportioned  Sidewalk  Assessments  Not  Due  . . $  1,503.12 


$  5,338.45 


Apportioned  Sewer  Assessment  Revenue 

Due  1950  . $426.17 

1951  426.17 

1952  426.17 

1953  426.17 

1954  426.13 

1955  426.13 

1956  426.13 

1957  426.13 

1958  426.13 

$  3,835.33 


Apportioned  Sidewalk  Assessment  Revenue 

Due  1950  . $357.08 

1951  343.62 

1952  231.99 

1953  193.59 

1954  87.77 

1955  87.77 

1956  82.26 

1957  82.26 

1958  36.78 

1,503.12 


$  5,338.45 


DEBT  ACCOUNTS 

GENERAL 


Commissioner  of  Sinking  Funds,  outside  . $  79,000.00 

Net  Funded,  or  Fixed  Debt,  outside  .  911,500.00 

Net  Funded,  or  Fixed  Debt,  inside  .  1,374,500.00 

Commissioners  General  Loans  Sinking  Fund  .  28,459.66 


$2.393,459.66 


Outstanding  Loans,  outside  debt  limit  . $  990,500.00 

Outstanding  Loans,  inside  debt  limit  .  1,374,500.00 

Sinking  Fund  Surplus  .  28,459.66 


$2,393,459.66 


WATER 


Net  Funded,  or  Fixed,  Debt 


,$  172,000.00  Outstanding  Loans  —  Serials  . $  172,000.00 

$  172,000!oO  $  172,000.00 


TRUST  AND  INVESTMENT  ACCOUNTS 


Trust  Funds  in  custody  of  treasurer  . $  413,118.57 

Trust  Funds  in  custody  of  trustees  .  21,000.00 

Investment  Funds  in  custody  of  treasurer  .  1,679,795.70 

Trust  Fund  (principal  used  by  city)  .  10,000.00 


$2,123,914.27 


Welfare  Funds  . $  14,493.44 

School  Funds  .  2,386.48 

Library  Funds  .  46,859.67 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  .  349,378.98 

White  Charity  Fund  .  11,000.00 

Dowse  Institute  Fund  .  10,000.00 

Retirement  System  Fund  .  1,679,795.70 

Sanders  Temperance  Fund  .  10,000.00 


$2.123.914.27 


DEPARTMENT  DATA 


Department 

Head 

Title 

Employees 

Perm.  Temp. 

Appropriation 

Receipts 

Appeal,  Board  of 

William  L.  Galvin 

Chairman 

3 

1 

$  1,335  $ 

1,550 

Assessors 

Joseph  Guiney 

Chairman 

10 

— 

39,805 

— 

Auditing 

John  J.  McKenzie 

Auditor 

7 

1 

22,382 

— 

Budget  &  Personnel 

Owen  F.  McCall 

Budget  &  Personnel 

Director 

2 

— 

8,482 

— 

Building 

Stephen  F.  Spencer 

Act.  Sup't  Bldgs. 

10 

1 

38,640 

20,809 

City  Clerk 

Frederick  H.  Burke 

City  Clerk 

7 

2 

30,184 

21,444 

City  Council 

Michael  J.  Neville 

Mayor 

12 

— 

39,000 

— 

Clerk  of  Committees 

Forrest  L.  Gould 

Clerk  of  Committees 

1 

— 

4,697 

— 

Custodian  of  Fore- 

closed  Property 

Samuel  M.  Flaksman 

Custodian 

1 

— 

1,301 

3,320 

Election  Commission 

Thomas  J.  Hartnett 

Chairman 

2 

8 

42,390 

— 

605  election  officers  & 

janitors 

17  deputy  registrars 

121  Plan  E  counters 

Electrical 

Vincent  L.  Moynihan 

City  Electrician 

21 

2 

82,360 

— 

Engineering 

Edgar  W.  Davis 

City  Engineer 

9 

— 

31,818 

— 

Examiners,  Board  of 

William  L.  Galvin 

Chairman 

3 

— 

inc.  in  Bldg. 

2,026 

Executive 

Col.  John  B.  Atkinson 

City  Manager 

4 

— 

32,657 

1,224 

Fire 

John  F.  Collins 

Chief 

222 

— 

853,487 

573 

Health 

Thos.  J.  Heaton,  M.D. 

Chairman 

30 

33 

159,860 

3,912 

Hospital 

George  B.  Foster* 

Medical  Director 

359 

56 

1,170,916 

504,676 

Housing 

Daniel  F.  Burns 

Exec.  Director 

46 

7  State  &  Federal 

— 

Industrial 

Frank  H.  Townsend 

Exec.  Secretary 

3 

— 

550 

— 

Infirmary 

William  C.  Conway 

Superintendent 

28 

— 

112,596 

14,235 

Inspector  of  Animals 

John  J.  Murphy,  Jr. 

Inspector 

1 

— 

2,050 

— 

DEPARTMENT  DATA 


Department 

Head 

Title 

Employees 

Perm.  Temp. 

Appropriation 

Receipts 

Law 

John  A.  Daly 

City  Solicitor 

5 

$  23,655 

$  — 

Library 

Philip  H.  Dolan 

Librarian 

32 

20 

117,793 

1,301 

License  Commission 

John  E.  Quinn 

Chairman 

2 

— 

6,434 

189,625 

Physician 

Patrick  J.  Fleming,  M.D. 

City  Physician 

3 

— 

6,890 

— 

Planning  Board 

Mark  Fortune 

Director 

4 

3 

18,570 

— 

Police 

John  R.  King 

Chief 

225 

— 

777,821 

26,665 

Public  Works 

Wm.  R.  McMenimen 

Commissioner 

510 

4  - 

1,693,319 

55,755 

Purchasing 

John  H.  Corcoran 

Purchasing  Agent 

9 

— 

35,370 

— 

Recreation 

Stephen  H.  Mahoney 

Superintendent 

47 

61 

303,122 

16,284 

Retirement 

Arthur  S.  Bennink 

Chairman 

1 

— 

3,730 

— 

Sanatorium 

William  P.  McHugh 

Superintendent 

73 

2 

250,492 

123,168 

Schools 

John  M.  Tobin 

Superintendent 

632 

— 

2,557,053 

38,759 

Sealer  of  Weights 

Joseph  M.  O'Neil 

Sealer 

4 

— 

15,143 

5,637 

Sinking  Fund 

William  H.  Reardon 

Chairman 

1 

— 

305 

— 

T  r  easur  er — Collector 

Frederick  J.  Reardon 

T  reasur  er — Collector 

25 

2 

80,400 

— 

Veterans  Benefits 

Timothy  J.  Sullivan 

Agent 

3 

2 

176,605 

118,465 

Veterans  Services 

James  F.  Hughes 

Director 

2 

— 

7,869 

— 

Water 

Wm.  H.  McGinness 

Superintendent 

122 

9 

705,427 

690,700 

Welfare 

James  E.  Finnegan 

Agent 

32 

— 

1,763,436  t 

l,764,206tt 

'Deceased  December.  1949 

"Does  not  include  revenue  obtained  as  reimbursement  from  other  cities  and  towns  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  care  of  non-Cambridge 
residents 

t Does  not  include  $841,258  received  in  Federal  Grants  for  Old  Age  Assistance  and  Aid  to  Dependent  Children.  , 
ttincludes  General  Relief,  Old  Age  Assistance,  and  Aid  to  Dependent  Children 


Jn  n 


emoriam 


Dept. 

Yis.  of 

Date  of  Death 

Name 

Served 

Service 

1949 

Bannon,  Eugene 

Water  Dept. 

26 

Aug.  15 

Coady,  Francis  D. 

Employment 

8 

Dec.  31 

City  Council 

13 

Finnegan.  John  D. 

Police 

27 

Oct.  30 

Foster,  George  B.  Jr. 

Hospital 

3 

Dec.  31 

Dignan,  John  L. 

Water 

23 

Aug.  26 

Doherty,  John 

Public  Works 

11 

Dec.  30 

Johnson,  Emil  T. 

Water 

10 

June  18 

Keane,  Clifford  L. 

Police 

28 

July  8 

Kirk,  John  M. 

School 

15 

July  14 

Lordan,  Daniel  J. 

Public  Works 

24 

May  4 

Mahoney,  Arthur 

Public  Works 

27 

Aug.  4 

McCafferty,  Alfred 

Public  Works 

4 

March  19 

McAuliffe,  John  J. 

Public  Works 

5 

June  20 

Minot,  Elizabeth 

School  Committee 

2 

Oct.  21 

Morris,  Frank 

Public  Works 

3 

May  3 

Murnane,  Edward 

Public  Works 

11 

May  18 

Murphy,  Thomas 

Public  Works 

8 

Sept.  21 

O'Connor  Cecilia  M. 

School 

23 

Jime  18 

Oliveria,  Frank  T. 

Hospital 

2 

March  31 

Reardon,  Robert 

School 

4 

July  5 

Rogers,  Manuel 

Public  Works 

12 

Dec.  25 

Rutkauskas,  Charles 

Public  Works 

5 

July  29 

Slade,  Madeleine  L. 

School 

33 

May  26 

Sullivan,  John  T. 

Public  Works 

13 

Oct.  10 

Sullivan,  Michael 

City  Council 

13 

Jan.  7 

Terry,  John  J. 

Building 

23 

July  28 

Yellope,  Charles 

Public  Works 

5 

Nov.  15 

Zuffreo,  Pasquale 

Water 

5 

Dec.  15 

This  publication  was  prepared  in  the  office  of  the  Cambridge  Planning  Board  from  reports  submitted  by  City  department  heads.  Line  drawings 
by  Frederick  J.  Lund.  Photographs  by  Kenneth  J.  Conant,  Jr..  Edward  F.  Carney,  Arthur  M.  Howard,  and  by  courtesy  of  M.I.T.  Photo  Service, 
Harvard  University,  Cambridge  Housing  Authority,  Cambridge  City  Hospital,  and  Cambridge  School  Department. 
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if  you  want  information  on  call 


at 


ASSESSMENTS 


ASSESSORS 


TR-6-6800 


BICYCLE  LICENSES . 

BILLS  AND  ACCOUNTS . 

BIRTH  CERTIFICATES 
BUILDING  PERMITS 

BURIAL  PERMITS . 

BUSINESS  CERTIFICATES  . 

CEMETERY . 

CEMETERY  DEEDS 
CITY  COUNCIL 
COMPLAINT  DEPARTMENT 


POLICE  TR-6-9800 

AUDITOR . TR-6-6800 

CITY  CLERK . TR-6-6800 

BUILDING  DEPARTMENT . TR-6-6800 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT . TR-6-6800 

CITY  CLERK . TR-6-6800 

PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT . TR-6-6818 

CITY  CLERK . TR-6-6800 

CITY  CLERK . TR-6-6800 


Ext.  48  TR  6-6800 


DEATH  CERTIFICATES . 

DENTISTS 
DOG  LICENSES 
ELECTIONS 

EMPLOYMENT . 

ENTERTAINMENT  LICENSES 
FIRE 

FISHING  &  HUNTING  LICENSES 
FUEL  OIL  STORAGE 
GARBAGE  COLLECTION 

GOLF  COURSE  . 

HEALTH 

HOME  FOR  AGED  &  INFIRM 

HOSPITAL 

HOUSING 

LIBRARY 

LICENSES 

LIGHTS,  STREET 

MAPS,  OFFICIAL 

MARRIAGE  CERTIFICATES  ^ 


CITY  CLERK . 

DENTAL  CLINIC . 

CITY  CLERK  . 

ELECTION  COMMISSION 

EMPLOYMENT  OFFICE . 

MAYOR'S  OFFICE 
FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
.  CITY  CLERK 
FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT . 

RECREATION  COMMISSION . 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
CITY  INFIRMARY 
CAMBRIDGE  CITY  HOSPTAL 
CAMBRIDGE  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 
CAMBRIDGE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
LICENSE  COMMISSION 
CITY  ELECTRICIAN 
CITY  ENGINEER 

CITY  CLERK . 


TR-6-6800 

TR-6-8621 

TR-6-6800 

TR-6-9828 

TR-6-8621 

TR-6-6800 

TR-6-0125 

TR-6-6800 

TR-6-0125 

TR-6-5642 

TR-6-6800 

TR-6-6800 

TR-6-5370 

EL-4-2020 

TR-6-3270 

TR-6-8435 

TR-6-6800 

TR-6-0125 

TR-6-6800 

TR-6-6800 


emergency 

HOSPITAL  .  EL-4-2020 

AMBULANCE.  .EL-4-2020 
FIRE  TR-6-0125 

POLICE  .  UN-4-1212 


if  you  want  information  on  call 


at 


MILK  INSPECTION . HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

MORTGAGES,  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  CITY  CLERK . 

MUNICIPAL  PENSIONS  . MUNICIPAL  PENSIONS 


OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE 
ORDINANCES,  CITY.  . 
PARKS 

PHYSICIAN  . 

PLANNING . 

PLAYGROUNDS . 

PLUMBING  PERMITS .  . 

POLICE . 

PUBLIC  BATHS . 

PURCHASING 


BUREAU  OF  OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE 

CITY  CLERK . 

PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT  .  . 
CITY  PHYSICIAN 

PLANNING  BOARD . 

RECREATION  COMMISSION . 

BUILDING  DEPARTMENT . 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT . 

SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT . 

PURCHASING  DEPARTMENT  . 


RECREATION .  RECREATION  COMMISSION 

RETIREMENT .  RETIREMENT  DEPARTMENT  . 

RUBBISH  &  ASH  COLLECTION  PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT 

SCHOOLS . SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 

SEWERS . PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT 

STREETS,  MAINTENANCE,  ETC .  PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT 

TAX  ASSESSMENTS  ASSESSORS . 

TAX  COLLECTIONS  . TAX  COLLECTOR . 

TREES . PUBLIC  WORKS  DEPARTMENT 

TUBERCULOSIS  HOSPITAL . CAMBRIDGE  SANATORIUM  . 

VETERANS'  BENEFITS  VETERANS'  BENEFITS  DEPT. 

VETERANS'  SERVICE  VETERANS'  SERVICE  DEPT . 

VOTING,  REGISTRATION,  ETC.  ELECTION  COMMISSION 

WATER . WATER  DEPARTMENT 

WEIGHTS  &  MEASURES  .  6EAIER  OF  WEIGHTS  &  MEASURES 

WELFARE .  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 

WIRING  PERMITS . BUILDING  DEPARTMENT . 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  .  MAYOR'S  OFFICE . 

ZONING . INSPECTOR  OF  BUILDINGS 


TR-6-6800 
TR-6-6800 
TR-6-8621 
TR-6-8621 
TR-6-6800 
TR-6-6800 
EL-4-2020 
.  TR-6-8622 
TR-6-6800 
TR-6-6800 
TR-6-9800 
TR-6-4500 
TR-6-6800 
TR-6-6800 
TR-6-6800 
TR-6-0859 
TR-6-4500 
.TR-6-0859 
TR-6-0859 
:TR-6-6800 
TR-6-6800 
TR-6-08S9 
TR-6-5160 
TR-6-9238 
TR-6-9238 
TR-6-9828 
TR-6-6800 
TR-6-6800 
TR-6-8621 
TR-6-6800 
TR-6-6800 
TR-6-6800 


